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Ted Murray

The book of Ezra is a powerful reminder of the fact that God’s sovereign will is
carried out even by the rulers of this world. “There is no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1). It also demonstrates
God’s faithful provision for His people whatever their need.

carried out even by this powerful

There are important lessons for today tg'onarch. What encouragement this must

be learned from the book of Ezra. Th&'@ve been to those captives who, like

book can conveniently be divided intoDaniel,were waiting for the fulfilment of

two sections: Ezra the Book (chs. 1_6)God’s promise through the prophets. We
Ezra the Man (chs. 7-10). The book is if°d@y can also be encouraged as we read

the historical section of the Bible and if this historic event, realising that

often dismissed as Jewish history with lit!S/a€l’s God is ours and that His purposes

. i i i |
tle relevance for today. On further examire Still being carried out!

nation we find, however, that it has many
lessons from which we, at the beginningh.1 gives us Cyrus’s decree and the
of the 21st century can benefit. preparations made by the remnant to

The book deals with that period at the ent§@ve Babylon. In v.2, we read the title

of Judah’s captivity in Babylon. Together | '€ LorRD God of heaven’, which Cyrus

with Nehemiah and Esther, it gives th&/Sed to describe God and to ascribe to
historical details of the time. Haggai,"_“m thgt rightful soverelgnty. This is the
Zechariah and Malachi are the prophetititl® Which God took when His throne was
books of the period. Daniel stands alond€Moved from the earth and His people

being both historical and prophetic. given into the hands of the Gentiles.
Although heaven is the domain where

God exercises His full authority, Cyrus
acknowledges that God had given him
authority over the Persian empire and had

It is profitable to look into the circum- ) ;
stances prevailing at the time. The Jewisgelegated him to build a house for God at

nation had experienced seventy years ]erusalem.
captivity. On the throne was a new king
who had been named by Isaiah eve
before the captivity began. Now God ful-
fils Jeremiah’s prophecy regarding th
duration of the captivity. The new king,

Cyrus, proclaims a decree that the Jewic.. : _
remnant be allowed to return to the landi€re we have a lesson in obedience to the

of Israel. God’s sovereign will was beingP™®mpting of God. Cyrus was stirred in
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Lessons from Ezra

spirit and immediately issued his remarkseparation; (c) the place of separation and
able decree. He did not wait for a moréd) the reason for separation.

convenient time; he did not assemble highe Christian is called to leave the things
advisors. He did what God laid on hif this world: “Love not the world,
heart! There are times when the Lord stirgeither the things that are in the world”

our spirits to do some service for Himself(l John 2:15). This is the negative side of
How often we fail when we look for the separation. The fact that the Christian is
approval of others before getting on withalled to go outside the camp where
it. Christ is (Hebrews 13:13) is the positive

side of separation. The blessing is the

, . . Lord’s own promise: “Where two or three
Cyrus’s decree is quite remarkable. Wi

Qre gathered together in my name, there
do not read of coercion, but rather 9 9 y '

m | in the midst of them” (Matthew
request was made for volunteers. The vo [8:20) and “I will never leave you nor

unteers were to separate themselves frof@rsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). The place
the comforts of Babylon to endure hardfs where His name is honoured and where

ship in a Iand_ Wh_'Ch was desolate e is given the pre-eminence. The reason
Jerusalem was in ruins, burned out, and ¢ a testimony in this world

from Nehemiah’s account, it consisted of
a heap of stones. The broken-down con-
dition of Jerusalem is a picture ofWe find that those who took up the

Christendom today. But there were thosehallenge were immediately strengthened
who were prepared to endure hardship, {-6) and, no doubt, encouraged by the
make that unknown journey back to whatesources given to them. Cyrus separated
had been the p|ace of Worship and tesﬁlut the vessels which had been taken
mony. One of the lessons we learn froffom the Temple and gave them to

this chapter is that the path of separationheshbazzar (his Chaldean name. In ch.2,
cannot be forced upon a company. It is the is given his Hebrew name, Zerubbabel,
response of individuals, not a company, tBrince of Judah). We should note that it

the prompting of the Lord to walk thewas Mithredath, the Medo-Persian
path which He has revealed. treasurer, who formally and with due

solemnity handed over the vessels to

Zerubbabel, who was of David’s line. The
We see this principle established iract is an initial fulfilment of Jeremiah
Cyrus’s decree. As an absolute monarcR7:22 and foreshadows that future day
he could have rounded up as many Jewghen the Lord Jesus Christ receives
as he thought necessary to build the housgbute from the nations. The vessels
in Jerusalem. He did not do this. He madeumbered 5,400 pieces; the details of
a request and issued a challenge: “Who %499 pieces are given. This teaches us
there among you of all His people? hishe importance which God gives to detail.
God be with him, and let him go up toEven the knives are noted in God’s
Jerusalem” (v.3). In this verse we see: (agcord! In this day of casualness, it is a
the call for separation; (b) the blessing ofeminder that we should be careful in our
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stewardship for the Lord. In a future dayNehemiah 7 and is used as a basis in
we shall have to give account to Him oNehemiah 3 which records the details of
all that we do. the work which each accomplished. It is

These utensils, which had formerly beeROt @ long list but it does contain the
used by the priests in Jerusalem in tHg@mes of all those who went back to
daily worship, were restored so that thderusalem, God’s centre at th_at time. The
revival of that divinely appointed form of PEOPIe numbered 42,360 besides servants

worship could once more take place. Gognd 200 choristers, giving a total of
does not leave His people destitute; H&9,897 persons. They appear to have gone
provides what is needed so that He ma§2ck in family units. We see here the
be worshipped. Can we see in this adflPortance which God places on the
some parallel in what takes place wheffmily, and the influence of its head (see

we meet in simplicity for the remem-1 Timothy 3:4,5).
brance of the Lord? Yet even this crowd is few compared to

Zerubbabel means ‘a stranger in Babelthose who originally came out of Egypt —
No lordliness was found in him; he was #€rhaps 1-2 million. This little company
meek man. He did not appear to have a,{yrned their backs on the comforts of
pomp in his make-up. There was no outBabylon where they had been unable to
ward show of gift, but he was a faithfulSing the Lord’s songs in that strange land
man who had the confidence of the ruletsee Psalm 137). This may speak of the
and the people. We need today to shot@lative few in Christendom who are
these same characteristics and we shoudgepared faithfully to follow the path of
seek the Lord’s help that this be so. It i§eparation unto the Lord.

wonderful to see that, in the day of break'fhe men of Anathoth are an encouraging
down, God has a man who is able to leageminder of the fact that God’s word
“We follow Thee, our Guide, who didst sal- stands sure. Anathoth was the place
vation bring: purchased by Jeremiah as a sign that the
We follow Thee, through grace supplied fromiand would be restored (Jeremiah 32).
heaven’s eternal spring.”  These men of Anathoth were able to
benefit from the title deeds and see the
fulfilment of God’s faithfulness.

If in ch.1 we had the circumstances, in

ch.2 we have the people and another list

from God's record. It appears that this i$rom vv.36-39, we learn that there were

an important record. It is duplicated 4,289 priests. Approximately one tenth,
then, of the remnant who returned were
able to serve in the Temple. These men,
along with the Levites, had no inheritance
to go back to but they were able to serve
the Lord in the way and in the place He
had appointed.
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Only a few Levites returned. In the time
of Solomon, the Levites numbered 38'009he Nethinim and Solomon's servants

and had. an important part to play m_th'ﬁvere a group of people who had nothing
functioning of the Temple WorSh'p'whatsoever to which to go back. In

Theirs was the responsibility of adminis- olomon’s day they were servants. The

tering the stores, the tithes, the work ormer may have been descendants of the
the house of qu’ the safety of th‘?/vily Gibeonites imported by Solomon for
Temple, the teach|_ng of the Law, and th?ne work of building the Temple and his
leading of the praise. But now there afouses, hewers of wood and drawers of
only 74 of them! water. But here is a group of people, how-
Today, there is a similar dearth of thosgyer skilled or lowly in origin, who were

willing to take up responsibility for the prepared to leave their place of leisure for
upkeep of the testimony of the Lord anghe place of labour for God.

maintenance of the fabric.The story is the

same throughout Christendom. Surely we

should be asking ourselves whether we&v. 59-61 records those who could not
are amongst the doers or amongst thoshow their genealogy. These people of
who stand to one side and criticise. Therencertain origin formed a significant part
is still a great need for those who can takef the company — 652 persons who could
their full part in the life of the local not give a satisfactory account of their
church. In Zerubbabel's day, the Levitesistory. There are those today who show a
had nothing to which to look forward,zeal for the Lord but are unable to give a
when they returned to the land, other thaclear scriptural answer as to what drives
their individual desire to serve and tadhem or how they became Christians. It is
please the Lord in His divinely appointedjood to know that “The Lord knoweth
way. They went back in faith, counting orthem that are his” (2 Timothy 2:19).

the blessing of the Lord. The chapter continues in the same vein,

listing the priests who could not fully
Next come the singers, the sons of Asapkstablish their title to serve in the Temple.
They were the leaders of praise; 128 arehese men and their families took the
recorded. Here we find that singing is nohame of Barzillai, the friend of David.
the exclusive right of men in the praise oBarzillai had sustained David when he
God. Towards the end of the chapter, theas in trouble but refused to avail himself
choir grows to 200 by the inclusion of theof David’s provisions (2 Samuel 19:32-
singing women. Both are needed to maké4). He was blessed by David (v.39), who
up the harmony and thus enhance the ndtger instructed Solomon to provide for
of praise. It is good to realise that som8arzillai's sons (1 Kings 2:7). Here we
can use the natural gift of a pleasarfind people showing allegiance to God
voice, under the direction of the Holybut wanting to fulfil a service for which
Spirit, to praise the Lord and make a hathey had neither the credentials nor the
monious sound which brings pleasure tqualifications. The outcome was that they
God and the church. were barred by the Tirshatha (the gover-
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nor) from eating of the holy things untiltheir abundance, gave more. This was not
there was a priest who could decide tha tenth, the tithe according to the Law, but
matter with the Urim and Thummin. This‘after their ability’. Surely the Lord loves
could correspond today with those wha cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7). Here
want to take a place of leadership but cathe Lord takes note of those who were
not fulfil the scriptural requirements (seanoved when they saw what had to be
1 Timothy 3). There are also those whalone and who provided some of the
claim to be saved and apparently knowneans to do it.

the Lord but have a lifestyle which is con-

trary to biblical teaching. Though we dorpe chapter closes with God seeing this
not_have apostles to give their judgment, o5 remnant, a company occupying the
as in the early Church, we do have g, ng of all Israel. It is not possible
scriptures to guide us and we shouli,qay 1o gather the whole Church of God
abide by them. in one visible unity. It is possible, howev-
er, for even a feeble few to meet on the
At the end of the chapter, we are given th%round of the Church of God, without

number of those who left Babylon. It iS.sectanan tags and traditions, endeavour-

interesting to note the smaller number cgogmtjool;eeegéze(én;g;;;zi_i;”m in the
servants. This implies that there were b P o

great number of people of substance il Should be noted that this unity of the

the material sense who were no longepPirit is broken by discord and cannot be
prepared to invest their substance arl§9ally enforced. Itis our responsibility to

time in the affairs of Babylon but whoct on this with those who seek peace
wanted to throw in their lot with the smallWith all men and holiness, without which

remnant and share in the restoration of tf man shall see the Lord (Hebrews
testimony in Jerusalem. 12:14). The truth of the One Body

) ) ) (1 Corinthians 10:16) indicates that there
Another point of interest is that onlyjs only one, comprising all true believers.
beasts of burden are listed: horses, mulegye we to recognise another body, or a
camels and asses. All these animalgyrrower circle, than that which we are
would help the progress of the returty g ghtinto by the Lord? In principle, we
journey. Cattle, sheep and goats tend Ry,qyid recognise all believers. Christian
their nature to impede progress and woulghiowship must, if scripturally sound,
have to be left behind. From this we leargmprace all believers. In the profession of
that some hard decisions may have {0 Rénistendom there are sadly those, as in
made when we take up service for the; a5 day, whose records do not stand
Lord. up. Our fellowship is with those who fol-
At the end of the chapter, there are genlew righteousness, faith, love, peace and
of encouragement for us today. What digvho call on the name of the Lord out of a
the remnant see when they came to thwire heart (2 Timothy 2:19-22).
house of the Lord (v.68)? Only ruins! But
they had a God-given vision and, fron
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Ernie Brown
“How can | live to please God?” is a question which continually challenges the
Christian. What better than to have the Lord’s own words on the subject! This
article is the fourth in a series originally broadcast on London’s Premier Radio.

for the transmission and promotion of
About 15 years ago, | visited a friend irhealth giving life in the vine is the flow
the Channel Isles. In his greenhousef that life through the main stem into
were two vines. One was really flourishand through the branches. Any branch
ing. Great clusters of choice grapes werot in constant and living touch with the
forming on all its branches. The othefmain stem will dry up and wither away.
vine was, relatively, a poor specimen iMNo fruit would be produced! The only
both the quality and quantity of itsproper action would be to cut off the
grapes. He then led me to a covered wedlead branch and dispose of it. Since the
just inside the boundary of his land. H&vood of the vine is useless for any prac-
removed the cover and, looking down, tical or decorative purpose, the only
could see some strong roots. They haéght course would be to burn it. All this
broken through the stone retaining walis described in vv. 1-8. As we go
of the well, several feet below groundhrough a few of the details, let us bear
level, and then plunged downwards intd the mind the major lesson for us: this
the water which was quite a distancé the way real Christianity works.
below. Here, then, was the secret. The

vine that was thriving had been successgvery good gift and every perfect gift
ful in its search for water. It was draw-s from above...from the Father of lights
ing constantly from that hidden supply.with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning” (James 1:17). In
In John 15, the Lord Jesus used such &&eping with this, v.1 of our chapter
analogy to remind His disciples howsays, “My Father is the husbandman”.
much they needed Him. Furthermoretie is the originator of the process. It is
they could never live in a way thatonly right that He should have some-
pleased God apart from their links wittithing in return for all His goodness
Him. He was indispensable to their spirtoward us. That is why the figure of
itual well-being and progress. In v.1, wéruitfulness is introduced. Vv. 2,4,5 and
get the last of the seven “I am” state8 confirm this.
ments of the Lord Jesus in John'8ut our Father in heaven has not only
Gospel: “I am the true vine”. How originated the process. He has taken
graphic is the picture! The only channeévery necessary step, and provided
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every necessary means, to ensure thaashing of water by the word”
He will be fully satisfied with the final (Ephesians 5:25,26).
result. Romans 11:36 puts it this way:

“...of Him, and through Him, and to From v.9 onwards, the Lord Jesus leaves
Him, are all things”. To this end, anyaside metaphorical language and speaks
unproductive dead wood must beplainly to His disciples. The words are
removed. Those branches which araddressed to us also. Vv.9-17 tell us that
productive must be purged i.e. scrubbeiie only way really to please the Lord,
clean, so that harmful bacteria whictand indeed God, is by being completely
inhibit proper development areobedient to Him and to what He says.
removed. The Lord summed it up in this way: “As

the Father hath loved me, so have |

The application of the figure, and thﬁoved ou- continue ve in mv love. If ve
agent which God uses for this cleansin you Y y Y

. d lain by the L 9?eep my commandments, ye shall abide
process, 1S made piain by the Lorg, my love; even as | have kept my
Jesus. He said to His disciples,

e alBather’s commandments, and abide in

clean through trle word which | have,is ove. These things have | spoken
spoken unto you”. The necessity of reggntq you, that my joy might remain in

ular cleansing had already been emphggy, and that your joy might be full”
sised to the disciples in the feet washing,y 9-12).

episode described in John 13. Thergnis js the argument He developed.
too, it was with a view to their havingywhen He lived here on earth, He lived in
what the Lord described as ‘part withthe constant enjoyment of His Father's
Me'. In ch.15, the same concept igove. In the joy of that, He was fully

termed ‘abiding’, abiding in His love’, obedient to what the Father asked Him
‘abiding in Him’. to do. The knowledge that living in this

The feet washing was literal for the disway really pleased His Father led to a
ciples. In addition, they had the spokeReeper, fuller enjoyment of that same

word of the Lord. For us, the cleansind®Ve- The process was on-going and ever

and purifying action of His word comesd€€Pening. As a Man living on earth, He

to us via Holy Scripture: “Christ...loved Ve in the Fathers love. He obeyed

the church, and gave himself for it; tha}Nhat thg Father Sa'.d' He. enqued ever
. . Lo deepening communion with his Father
he might sanctify and cleanse it with th(len heaven

The Lord invited His disciples to have
the same kind of relationship with Him
that He had with His Father. He would
say to them, “As the Father in heaven
has loved Me on earth, so is My love for
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you. When | go back to heaven, even understanding what we read and in
more so. My love for you will be on theputting it into practice.
same pattern as My Father’s love for Me

while | have lived on the earth. |, inap there it is, the link between the first
heaven, will really love you, on earth.part of the chapter and the second! The
By faith, it will be open to you to enjoy chyistian life is intended to be one of
that love. My enjoyment of My Father'sgyowth, development and fruit bearing,

He said to Me. Similarly, if you really described in these verses as fruit, more
enjoy My love, you will be anxious to fryjt, and much fruit.

do exactly what | say. That will lead t0\y/h4t did the Lord mean when He was

an ever increasing sense of the reality Qheaxing about fruit, particularly in rela-

My love for You, even as i,” My case ition to His own life upon earth? First of
led Me to enjoy My Father's love, morey| it is the end product, the whole

and more.” purpose in cultivating the vine. Grapes
The Lord Jesus takes the process ORge very pleasing to the palate. The
stage further. “My enjoyment of My |ord’s application of this is very plain to
Father’s love was the springboard of Mgee. When He lived on earth, there was
love for You. Similarly, your enjoyment fruit for His Father in heaven. “I do
of My love for you will become the always those things that please him”
springboard for your love for one anoth{John 8:29). There could be nothing
er” Of course, there is this differencemore pleasing to God the Father at that
The Lord Jesus, the Son of God, gavéme than seeing the wonderful life on
His Father very good cause for lovingzarth of His beloved Son, every step of
Him. He was perfect in all His ways. Inwhich brought glory to God and bless-
contrast, the Lord’s love for us is causeing to mankind.

less. We don't deserve it at all. Howeverrhe Lord Jesus has now gone back to
we show our appreciation of His causeneaven. Is it possible that God can now
less love for us in at least two wayssee anything on earth that will please
Firstly, we are to love one another in th&jim in the same way as when His Son
same causeless way that He loves Uged on earth? That is certainly His
That is, not because others deserve ogitention! But how, and through whom?

love, but because we want to follow thelearly, what Jesus is saying in this
example set by the Lord Jesus, wh

loved us when we least deserved i
Secondly, we show our appreciation c
the Lord’s love for us by being obedien
to what He says. We become aware
what He wants us to do by reading ot
Bibles day by day, and praying for hely
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chapter is this: we are so to live now, imurselves, we are no better, and we are
the enjoyment of the love of Christ, andho more able to please God, than before
in obedience to His instructions in Hiswe trusted Christ as Saviour. Yes, we
word, that Christ-like living will be the Christians are completely changed from
result. That will be observed and notedvhat we were before. But, and it is a big
by God in heaven, and will be for HisBUT, in the mercy of God, we are not
present joy. It will be like God looking cut adrift, and left to ourselves to get
down from heaven and seeing lots athrough this world, which is just as hos-
Jesus-like behaviour happening all oveiile to God as when they crucified the
the world, all the time! Surely, that will Lord Jesus Christ.

really please Him. The third part of our chapter takes up
That is put as the end product, that ishis very point (v.18-25). When Jesus
the fruit, of our enjoyment of the love oflived on earth, the world, that is, the
Jesus for us. And this does not only refaulers of the world, all hated Him. ‘The
to our actions, to the things we do. Ourulers of the social world, the cultural
motives, our intentions, our thoughtsworld, the political world, the military
our ambitions, our manner of speakingworld, the religious world, all hated
are all to be little pictures, illustrationsHim. The more pure and holy He
and examples of the way the Lord Jesuwtemonstrated Himself to be, the more
lived when He was here on earth. they hated Him. Ultimately, they
The Lord grants an added bonus to thoséowed how extreme that hate was when
who obey His teaching in this way. “Yethey crucified Him at Calvary.
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever IThe Lord warns His disciples here,
command you. Henceforth | call you notDon’t imagine for a moment that the
servants; for the servant knoweth noworld will like you, if you live lives
what his lord doeth: but | have calledvhich remind them of Me. When | was
you friends; for all things that | haveon earth, they hated Me without a cause.
heard of my Father | have made knowmon't expect any better treatment than |
unto you” (vv.14,15). got. In fact, the more like Me you are,
the more the world will hate you. It's

What a marvellous thing! If we obeyinevitable.”

Him (as we should and must), He willBut don't be disheartened! Oh, yes, the
take us into His confidence and revedBible means what it says when we read,
His will unto us. Can it be done? OncéWe are more than conquerors”
we are committed Christians, can w¢Romans 8:37). But we must finish the
automatically switch on miraculousverse — a part quotation will not do! “We
power to live Christ-like lives which are more than conquerors through him
will please God in everything we think,that loved us.” That's it! “Through Him
say and do? Sadly, no. One of the mositat loved us.” We shall never be able to
difficult lessons for us to learn is that inbe like Him, and live like Him, in our
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than conquerors, through him that loved
us”.

The same promise is ours. In ourselves,
we are incredibly weak and feeble, unre-
liable and inconsistent. But the Lord has
promised to make power available for

whatever we need, the power of the
own strength. But He is able and willingHoly Spirit.

to help us to do what we will never bg

able to do in our own strength. Let us take courage, then, and seek to

live Christ-like lives. Let us live for Him
How does He do it? Vv.26,27 let us inteand our God, without distraction, till
the secret. “But when the Comforter islesus comes. Let us make the words of
come, whom | will send unto you fromlda S. Taylor our prayer.
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, In truth and grace | want to grow
which proceedeth from the Father, he Like Jesus, day by day,
shall testify of me: and ye also shall bear And scatter sunshine where I go,

witness, because ye have been with me Along my pilgrim way.
from the beginning.” | want to live a life of love,

. . . . . Like Jesus, day by day;
As in so many things, indeed in all spir- - Ang point some soul to heaven above.
itual things, in all aspects of Christian Along my pilgrim way.
life and service, there is only one power | want to do some kindly deed
available. That power is the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus day by day;
Power to live like Christ. Power to And for His kingdom sow the seed.
please God. Power to witness for Him in Along my pilgrim way.
this wicked world. Power to worship Like Jesus, like Jesus,
God. All such power is found and is I'want to be like Jesus;
available in the power of the Holy !love Him so, Iwant to grow
Spirit! The Lord Jesus would say to His Like Jesus, day by day.
disciples, “I have to go away. | have to
go back to heaven. But don’'t be too
upset. | promise you that | will send God
the Holy Spirit to take My place. He will
give you the spiritual power to please
God and serve Him until | come back
again. You won't be any worse off. In
fact, spiritually you will be better off.”
No wonder the Scripture says not only
are we conquerors, but “we are MORE
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George Stevens
This is the concluding article in this series on this important subject. It
will repay careful study. Read it and worship Him!

we find that the same fullness dwelt in
Him bodily, that is, as a Man.

In Colossians 1:13,16, we read, “...the

Son of his love...for by him were all

things created...all things were create# the epistle to the Hebrews, the glories
by him and for him”. Here we find thatOf the Son are clearly set forth. It is the
the Creator, whom we have already Seee;pistle of ‘bet_ter things’, all of which are

to be both God and the Word, is atke cc_)nnectec_i V\."th. our incomparable Lord.
Son of the Father's love(V.13 in the His superiority is clearly demonstrated:

A.V. reads “...his dear Son” where ‘his'ChS' 1,2 — He is superior torophets

learly refers to the Father. ‘His d andangels.
;ea’ry re (te)rs © le da‘ her.s N feha.‘[:hs. 3,4 — He issuperior to Adam,
on’ may ,e tran,s ated ‘the Son of his Moses andJoshua.
(the Fa_thers) love'.) As the Maker of allch. 5 _ He is superior taron.
things is none other than God and th . e .
ch. 9 — Hissacrifice is superior to,

eternal Word, then it must follow that and the fulfilment of, all other

the Creator in Colossians 1 — the Son of sacrifices.
His love — must also be eternal. ch.12  — He is superior tall those
In v.19, we read that all the fullness of listed in ch.11, being the

the Godhead was pleased to dwell in this Author and Finisher of faith.

same Son. This shows that there was rio
inferiority in the Son as to the Godhead

because it had a permanent dwellingy Hebrews 1:1, the writer describes the

place in Him. Later in the epistle (2:9),accurate, though incomplete, methods
by which God had spoken in the past. In
v.2, God speaks fully in (His) Son. The
article before ‘Son’ is omitted to show
the quality of His relationship to God.
Grammatically, the definite article iden-
tifies and its absence qualifies. How true
the rule is here! The Spirit is speaking of
One who ever stands in relation to God
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in the quality and essence of eternal
Sonship.

In 3:1, Christ is called both Apostle and
High Priest. As the Apostle, He was the

One sent forth from the Father; as the

In 1:2, we are told that He is the heir Of-ligh Priest He has returned to the
all things and that He has made thg iner. As, the Apostle, He is the

worlds (ages). Sonship must precedRevealer of God's will to men; as the

heirship (Romans 8:17; Galatians 4:7)High Priest, He is the Representative of

Christ must have existed, then, as Samen before God.

before creation. Note the order herein the same chapter, the Lord Jesus is

first His Sonship, second His heirshipseen as superior to Moses (vv.2-6).

and third His creative work. He is the'Moses was faithful in God’s house”,

Son eternally. but the Lord Jesus is “Son over” the
house of God. Hence, “this man hath
been counted worthy of more glory than
Moses” (v.3). The authority of the Lord

In an article on the eternal Sonship afesus over the house is not because He

Christ, Maxwell writes that Hebrews 1:5became Son, but because He is the Son

reminds us that He is greater than ange{$:1).

because of His eternal relationship te

God. “Thou art my Son” is timeless; it is

before and beyond time. “This day haverhough he were a Son, yet learned he
| begotten thee” does not refer to thepedience by the things which he suf-
commencemerdf His Sonship, but to fered” (5:8)."Being Son” again refers to

the communicatiorof it by the Father. the fullness of that eternal relationship

In v.8, we see that He is greater thahi® had with God (1:1). As a result, the
angels. They are servants; He is Son. |_scg)emence described in the above verse

is addressed by God in sovereignty ang only refer to that which He experi-

. - .+ . enced in the path of suffering while
deity. The use of the definite article mdoing the Eather's will as a Man on

v.8, and its omission in v.2, require us Qarth. As Son in the glory, “though
understand that this tke Son identified being. a Son”. He could never ’have expe-

by the Holy Spirit. He is the One who isijenced suffering. The verse emphasises,
related to eternity in v.2. It is unto the[herefore’ the fact that He is Son eter-
Son that God says, “Thy throne, O Godhally.

is for ever and ever...” The Son is God|f we relate 5:8 with 4:14 of this epistle,
As such, He must be eternal andeve see that Jesus the Son of God has
unchanging in His being. passed through the heavens as our Great
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High Priest. The Son of God can now béhat the Son of God never had beginning
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- of days and never had a mother, because
ties because He (as Jesus) passel@ was Son before He was born of
through temptation and suffering as &ary; nor was His Sonship terminated
man. Yes! There is a Man in the glonpby His death. The words speak, there-
who has learned the cost of obediendere, of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God
through experiencing suffering androm eternity.
death. That Man is the Son of God.  There are two statements related to His
priesthood in ch.5 which are important.
V.5 says, “Thou art my Son”, and v.6

I 723, we e tod it welcisedeowa®/S TN L3 prestfor ever’ The
“without father, without mother, without q

descent, having neither beginning o er. The latter salutation is repeated in

. . :21 and is a quotation from Psalm
days, nor end of life; but made like untg, . . . :
the Son of God...” This could be written.110'4' In thls psalm, the_ deray of Christ
. ; . is emphasised. V.1 begins, “ Therb
of Melchisedec in so far as he simply” . ’
appears on the pages of Scripture wit gaid unto my Lord.."” In Matthew
out any of these details being give%2'41'46’ the Lord Jesus challenged the

4 qa. harisees, “What think ye of Christ?
(Genesis 14:18-20). He appeared aswahose son is he?” They replied, “The

king who blessed Abraham and nOthIn%on of David”. Christ uses this scripture

more is heard of him. However, the .
Holy Spirit indicates those criteriato show that Christ was called Lord by

which made him like the Son of God. D2vid- How, then, could He be David's
L . . son? The whole passage indicates that
The list includes items which could NOlChrist is the Son of God. Furthermore, it
be applied t(_) Chr_|st in His humanity. o mings us that Christ is both the root
For example: Christ as a Man had 4,4 yhe offspring of David. In order to

mother, had a genealogy, had beginningy ¢ |atter, He had to become Man.
of days (for He was born in Bethlehem}n conclusion. the One who became

and had an end of life (for He died Or}/Ian never ceased to be what He ever
Calvary’s cross). It is evident, then, tha . .
as and is, the Son from eternity. Even

Melchisedec was made like the Son Oig‘ter our consideration of His Sonshi
God in quite a different sense, namel P.

Yve have to confess that no man knows
the Son, but the Father (Matthew 11:27).
Well might we sing in worship:

“But the high mysteries of His Name
An angel’s grasp transcend.

The Father only (glorious claim)
The Son can comprehend.”
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John Keable

We welcome this personal view from a new contributor, the editor of ‘Alive!’
Gospel magazine. “Fasting detaches from the world; prayer attaches to God.”
With these words, we often spiritualise away the practical aspects of fasting. It
is hoped that this article will be the first in a series dealing with practical
issues.

Fasting is something we may or maynvolved in injustices, quarrels, and
not do. If we do, we may fast regulareven physical violence. In this case,
ly, or just now and again. In somefasting had no value whatsoever. In
Christian circles, it is expected to be &echariah 7:5, “Did you really fast for

normal part of worship. In others, it isMe — for Me?” If we are going to fast,

left to individuals as to what theywe must have a good reason for it.

believe and do about the issue. When Jesus was asked about fasting,

Does the Bible give us any definiteqe als0 indicated that fasting, as a rit-

instructions, or guidelines, about fastuaL is a waste of time (Matthew

ing? In this article, | put togetherg.14 15) The Pharisees and the disci-

some of the relevant scriptures fopjes of John the Baptist were fasting,

consideration. but evidently Jesus’ disciples did not.
Jesus indicated that there are times

The first thing we must be clear abouwivhen fasting might be appropriate.

is this: if fasting is just a ritual, it is

wrong! In Isaiah 58:3-5, God ha f we do decide to fast, we have

some harsh things to say to those whé) R .

. . efinite instructions as to how we
have reduced the idea of fasting to . )
. . , Should go about it. In Matthew 6:16-
just something we do'. Although the18 Jesus makes clear that it should be
Jews were fasting, they were alsQ ' ) : .

something done in private between
God and ourselves. We are not to
boast or draw attention to ourselves;
in fact, God is the only Person who
needs to know about it. In Jesus’ story
of the Pharisee and the tax collector,

the Pharisee boasted about his
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spirituality, including how often he kings of Israel, fasting and humbling

fasted, but it did him no good so far akimself before God.

being justified before God wasgzra, Nehemiah and Daniel all took

concerned (Luke 18:9-14). part in fasts in order to pray for for-
giveness for the sins of the Jewish
nation (Ezra 10:6; Nehemiah 9:1;

When we talk about fasting, wePaniel 10:3).

normally associate it with goingPerhaps we, too, feel that we have let
without food. It is true that in most of God down, either on a personal level

the cases mentioned in the Bible, thier as an assembly. If so, it may be
is what was involved, but notappropriate to include fasting in our

exclusively. In 1 Corinthians 7:5, Pauprayers of repentance and appeals for
writes about married couplesrevival.

abstaining from intimate relations for

a time in order to work on theirpost of the references I found, and
personal relationship with the Lord. ltespecially those in the New
follows, then, fasting can includeTestament, connect fasting to prepara-
abstaining from any normal pleasurgon for a work of God, either by
or necessity: food, sleep, sex, TV. individuals or by groups of believers.
Listed below are a few examples:
From my studies of the Bible, | haveExodus 34:28 — before receiving the
found two main reasons for fastinglfen Commandments, Moses spent
and one or two possible additionaforty days and forty nights without
reasons. The main reasons for fastingating bread or drinking water. (Note:
are: this was a miraculous work of God. |
do not recommend going without
water for forty days!)
The prophet Joel called the Israelitg@ Kings 19:8 — Elijah had a good meal
nation to repent of their waywardnesand then went forty days and forty
and rebellion against God. He calledights with no food before receiving a
upon them to fast as a mark of theigpecial word from the Lord.

sorrow (1:14; 2:12). Matthew 4:2; Luke 4:1,2 — after being
In 1 Samuel 7:6, Samuel led th&aptised, Jesus went into the desert
Israelites in fasting and confessingind spent forty days and forty nights
their sins. fasting and praying. He was then
In 1 Kings 21:27, we find King Ahab, tested by the Devil and prepared for
probably one of the most wickedHis three years of ministry which
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would culminate in His death and
resurrection on our behalf.

Acts 9:9 — having been blinded on the
road to Damascus, Saul of Tarsu3.
spent three days neither eating nor
drinking. It was a preparation for

what was in store for him: a complete
change of lifestyle and a life devoted
to preaching the Gospel. 4

Acts 13:1-3 — the assembly at Antioch
were worshipping the Lord and fast-
ing. We are not told whether this was
for a special purpose, or whether it
was their normal practice. However
we are told that it was while they were
fasting that the Holy Spirit spoke an
commissioned Barnabas and Saul f
a special work.

possession and instructs His disci-
ples, “This kind only goes out
with prayer and fasting”.

Grieving for the lostin 2 Samuel
1:12, David was so grief stricken
over the death of Saul and
Jonathan that he refused to eat or
drink.

. Awe of God’'s presenceDaniel

was so awed with the presence
and power of God that he could
not eat or drink (Daniel 10:3).

It would appear that there are times
hen prayer and fasting is an appro-
cngriate course of action either for the
individual believer or for a group of

believers. God does not command it

Acts 14:23 — Paul and Barnabas werg; ;s put those who have used it seem
responsible, under God, for planting, finq that it draws them closer to

churches in various places. Whenp,

im and helps in discovering His

they appointed elders, they prayepnind and will. There are times when

and fasted with them before commitf
ting them to the work ahead.

he issues which burden us are so
important, we simply find that eating

_ ' ~ordrinking detracts from the business
1. Seeking God's will See again of getting right with God.

Acts 13:2-3. It seems that whel
the early Christians were unclea

Donald Hill

“Time would fail me to tell of...David also” is the comment in the picture
gallery of men and women of faith (Hebrews 11:32). These words imply that
there was much could be said about, and learned from, the life of David. Some

of these lessons are considered here.

“Beginning at Mosesand all the 2.
prophets[Jesus] expounded unto them in
all the scriptureghe things concerning
Himself (Luke 24:27).

The Old Testament gives us the historical
facts relating to the life story of David. At
the same time, David is a type, or picture3.
of the Lord Jesus as the above quotation
would indicate.

4.

Saul, the first king of Israel, was man’s
choice. He failed in his responsibilities
before God in relation to Amalek (see ch.
15). Consequently, Samuel was sent by
God to Bethlehem to anoint a successor.
David, the eighth son of Jesse, was God’s
choice, for God knew his heart. “The

Lorp seeth not as man seeth; for majkrael

The eighth son, like the eighth day,
would indicate a new start, a new
beginning. Nicodemus, the ruler of
the Pharisees, was left in no doubt
that he needed a new start — namely,
new birth.

We recognise one another by the out-
ward appearance. God looks on the
heart.

David’'s family were the first to
become aware that David was God’s
choice as king. Believers have the
privilege today of recognising the
claims of the Lord Jesus in a world
where He is despised and rejected by
men (Isaiah 53:3).

and their arch enemies, the

looketh on the outward appearance, byjjistines, faced each other across the

the Lorp looketh on the heart” (v.7)
Indeed, David would be later acknow-

“valley. Goliath, the giant from Gath,
challenged Israel to single combat. This

Iedge”d by God as “a man after mine OWRhallenge had gone on for forty days. (In
heart” (Acts 13:22). As he was ano'medScripture, forty is God's testing time.

he was surrounded by his brothers.

about the way forward, they
prayed and fasted. There is als
an Old Testament case in Judge
20:26 where fasting was includes
in seeking God’'s mind by the
nation of Israel on a certain mat
ter.

2. Spiritual warfare In Matthew
17:14-21, Jesus deals with demc
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There are many other 40s — can you hame
them?) King Saul, himself a giant,
1. The first man is rejected by God intogether with all his army, were fearful of
favour of the second — so Cain anghe giant. Not so David the shepherd boy!
Abel; Esau and Jacob; Saul andde was sent by his father to the battlefield
David; but pre-eminently, Adam andto seek the welfare of his brothers who
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:47). were fighting alongside Saul. He heard
Goliath’s challenge and, in weakness
armed only with a sling and five stones,
went out to face the enemy. David could
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challenge Goliath, “I come to thee in thewith David but did not share in his priva-
name of the bro of hosts, the God of the tions (20:42). The cave of Adullam (see
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defiedth.22) is one place where David took
(v.45). He faced Goliath in the strength ofefuge together with his family and three
the living God in whom he trusted.groups of people — the distressed, the
Victorious, David returned with the spoilsdebtors, and the discontented. David
of victory — the head of Goliath. became the captain of this motley group,
some of whom were later numbered

1. The Lord Jesus has met the enem@mong his mighty men.
the devil, at Calvary. He met him inAlthough David had opportunities to Kill
weakness — “brought as a lamb to th&aul, he was content to leave God to deal
slaughter” (Isaiah 53:7). In resurrecWith the matter.
tion, the Lord Jesus was seen to be

the victor, conquering death and lay4. We live in a day when the Lord Jesus

A Look at David for Today

ing low Satan’s power — “that through
death He might destroy him that had

the power of death, that is, the devil’y

is despised by the world at large —
“He is despised” (Isaiah 53:3).
There were those who identified with

(se(-a Hebrews 2:14'16): _ David in his rejection. Believers
2. Believers are the SpOI'S of Christ’s today are 5imi|ar|y gi\/en the opportu-

victory. They are delivered from eter- ity to “stand up for Jesus” in the day
nal death and Satan’s power. when He is despised.

3. Like David, we can only face the3, Those who took sides with David in
enemy day by day in the strength of  hjs rejection were with him later on
the Lord. We need to “put on the in his days of glory when he was pub-
whole armour of God” (Ephesians |icly made king. “If we suffer [with
6:11). Christ], we shall also reign with

Him” (2 Timothy 2:12).

As Saul, David and the rest of the army

returned from the battle in the valley ofburing his years in exile, David and men
Elah, the womenfolk acclaimed the vicspent over a year amongst the Philistines.
tors: “Saul hath slain his thousands, anfichish, a Philistine lord, gave David, his
David his ten thousands” (18:7). Thesenen, and their families the city of Ziklag
words made Saul jealous of David whan which to live. When the Philistines and
was forced to flee for his life as Saul angsrael prepared for yet another battle,
his men sought to kill him. For a numbepavid and his men went along with
of years, David lived in the woods, theachish to the battlefield, leaving their
mountains, the wilderness and in caves.families in Ziklag. The other Philistine
During this time, there were those whdords did not trust David, so he and his
were loyal to David and who shared in hisnen were sent from the battlefield. On
rejection. Jonathan, Saul’s son, took sidegturning to Ziklag, they found it burning.
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Their wives, children and property hadd. David recovered all. Prophetically,
been carried off by the raiding band. the Lord Jesus could say, “Then |
David’s men were so distraught that they restored that which | took not away”
were even prepared to stone him. It is at (Psalm 69:4). Through His work on

this point that “David encouraged himself ~ the cross, the Lord Jesus glorified
in the Loro his God” (30:6). God in a world where man had dis-

Asking guidance from God, David and hor_10ured Him. As a consequence,

his men pursued the Amalekite invaders. believers have befen restored to _the
favour of a holy, righteous and sin-

They came across a young man who was hating God

at death’s door. He was an Egyptian, a '

servant to the invaders. He had been abar-

doned on the way because he was ill.

After being given food and water to Some years previously, Samuel had visit-

revive him, he was able to direct David teed Bethlehem to anoint David as God'’s

the invaders. He begged David not t@hosen king. Following the death of Saul

hand him back to his previous master. Thend Jonathan at the hands of the

marauders were overtaken by David an@hilistines on Mount Gilboa, David asked

his men who, taking them by surprisethe Lord if he should go up to the cities of

recovered everything — wives, childrerdudah. When the answer was yes, David

and property, together with much mordhen asked to which city. It was in

plunder which the Amalekites had takeriiebron, therefore, that Judah recognised

from other placesDavid recovered alll  David as their king. Some years later, the
northern tribes, Israel, came to David in
) Hebron where they, too, recognised him

1. Inthe dark days of our lives, we caryg king.

encourage ourse!ves in the Lord %UHavid reigned in Hebron for seven years

God. “Jesus Christ the same yestelind moved to Jerusalem, where he
day, and today, and for ever’.oigneq over Israel and Judah for thirty
(Hebrews 13:8). three years. During his long reign, David

2. Like David, we need to ask guidancgubdued all of Israel's enemies, the sur-
from God for every step along therounding nations becoming tributary to
journey of life. When David and his him.

men met the young Egyptian who

had been left to die, this was the firsy  payid was specific in his requests to

step towards recovering families and  God. Not only did he ask if he ought

possessions. to travel to Judah, but he also asked
3. The young Egyptian would have died  God to name the city. Are we specif-

but for David’s timely intervention. ic when we pray?

We too were dead in trespasses argl Judah was quick to recognise David

sins but the true David, the Lord as king. Israel only followed some

Jesus, came to our rescue. seven years later. How ready are we
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to own that the true David, the Lord
Jesus, has claim over our lives? Saul

of Tarsus owned the authority of they.

Lord Jesus when he heard His voice
on the Damascus road. There was no
delay on his part.

3. In a coming day, the Lord Jesus, like
David, will subdue every enemy.
“For He must reign, till He hath put

all enemies under His feet” (13,

Corinthians 15:25; see also Psalm
2:8,9). Then as the true Solomon, the
Lord Jesus will establish His king-
dom and reign in righteousness and
peace. “The brp thy God in the
midst of thee (Israel) is mighty; He
will save, He will rejoice over thee
with joy; He will rest in His love, He
will joy over thee with singing”
(Zephaniah 3:17).

The enduring friendship between David
and Jonathan remained in the heart of
David long after Jonathan’s death. David
wanted to show the kindness of God to
the house of Saul for Jonathan’s sake.
Mephibosheth, lame from babyhood,
became the object of that kindness.
Brought from Lodebar (meaning ‘no pas-
ture’), Mephibosheth was a welcome
guest at the table of King David where he
feasted daily on royal dainties.

1. David showed the kindness of God td.

Mephibosheth even though he was
grandson to Saul who had hated
David. “But after that the kindness
and love of God our Saviour toward
man appeared, not by works of right-
eousness which we have done, but

according to His mercy He saved us”
(Titus 3:4,5).

Mephibosheth acknowledged before
David his unworthiness of the

favours which were to be bestowed
on him. We, too, are unworthy of all

the blessings which God has
bestowed on us in Christ. It is all of
grace.

Mephibosheth’s blessings were four-
fold:

(@) his fears were dismissed by
David’'s words, “Fear not”. The
love of God expressed through
the Lord Jesus and His sacrificial
work at Calvary remove the fears
of every believer.

(b) “I will surely show you kind-
ness”. This was Mephibosheth’s
assurance from David. God has
similarly given us every assur-
ance in His word.

(c) “I will restore to you all the
land.” All that was lost to
mankind as a result of the
entrance of sin has been restored
to the believer — and more!
Believers are brought into the
family of God (see 1 John 3:1).

(d) “You will eat bread at my table
continually.” Believers can feed
on and delight in all the spiritual
blessings which are available
through Christ. But do we?

Mephibosheth’s lameness would not
be evident as he sat at table. The sins
of every believer have been removed
from the sight of a holy God. To such
He would say, “Your sins...I will
remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).
“He brought me to the banqueting

20
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house, and His banner over me wa3.

love” (Song of Solomon 2:4).

3.
The Philistines had earlier captured the

ark (1 Samuel 4). News of this, and of the
death of his two sons, caused Eli, the
priest, to fall backwards and die. The ark
was taken by the Philistines into the
house of their god, Dagon. The next day,
Dagon was broken in pieces. Moreover,
God plagued them. The Philistines, there4

fore, were glad to be rid of the ark -

(1 Samuel 5). It arrived in Kirjathjearim
where it remained for twenty years.

It was David's desire to recover the ark.
He set out to bring it back. It was carried
on a new cart drawn by oxen, contrary to
God’s instructions. When Uzzah placed
his hand on the ark to steady it, he dieg

instantly. For the next three months, the’

ark remained in the house of Obed-edom,
during which time God blessed him and
his family.

David once again returned to bring baclg,

the ark. This time it was carried on its

journey to Zion where it was placed in the
Tabernacle which had been prepared for
it. Burnt offerings and peace offerings

were offered according to the Levitical

law.

1. lIsrael lost the ark because of their sin
of idolatry. The priesthood under Eli
and his sons, Hophni and Phineas,
had failed. The Lord Jesus, the true
ark, is central to our Christian faith.
Both individually and collectively,
we should give Him His rightful
place.

The heathen god, Dagon, could not
stand in the presence of the ark. The
Lord Jesus has no rivals. He stands
unique; He stands alone.

David longed to have the ark in its
rightful place (please read Psalm
132). Is it our desire to give the Lord
Jesus His rightful place? He has
promised, “Where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there
am | in the midst of them” (Matthew
18:20).

There was a divine order for the mov-
ing of the ark. Man’s new cart, drawn
by oxen, ended in disaster. God set
out a divine order for Israel in Old
Testament times. He has set out His
divine order for His Church in New
Testament times. Am | in tune with
God’s order?

Blessing came to the house of Obed-
edom when the ark was in his home.
There are blessings for all who
enshrine the true ark, the Lord Jesus,
and give Him His rightful place.

David learned from his mistakes.
When he recovered the ark the
second time, it was carried to its
destination according to divine

ordering. “To obey is better than

sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams” (1 Samuel 15:22). Are we

always ready to obey the Lord Jesus?
He is central to all the thoughts,

ways, and purposes of God. “That in
all things He might have the pre-

eminence” (Colossians 1:18).
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David Coleman

“Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgot him” (Genesis 40:23)

are amongst the most haunting words of Scripture. Yet with so much greater
blessing, we are still prone to forget the Blesser. Enjoy this profitable medita-

tion.

In the A.V., the word ‘remember’ is foundThe Lorp God (Yahweh) was God’s
on 137 occasions, ‘remembrance’ on 4&ovenant name. It was to be a ‘memorial
and ‘memorial’ some 31 times. One oname’, a reminder of God’s liberation of
the other word occurs in no fewer than 28is people. The Remembrance Day was
Old Testament and 20 New Testamertb serve as a similar reminder, a memori-
books. With so many references, it i@l to God’s wonderful salvation. That day
clear that it is a subject which requires oumarked God’s judgment on Egypt and His
attention. It will be helpful to look at salvation of Israel. This Remembrance
three special occasions. Day, the Passover, was to be kept every
year as a remembrance of Israel’s salva-

“And this day shall be unto you for ation. It is, at the same time, an important
memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast t&/P€, or picture, of Christ's work at
the Loro throughout your generations; yeCalvary (1 Corinthians 5:7).
shall keep it a feast by an ordinance foisrael’s liberation from Egypt was not a
ever” (Exodus 12:14). reward for their righteousness, but the
The first thing to note is that this rememMercy gift of the God who had set them
brance day was to be ‘a memorial...fopside for Himself. “For thou art an holy
ever'. It was to be a day which was to adeeople unto the d¢ro thy God, and the
as a continual reminder. Moses had earlt-orp hath chosen thee to be a peculiar
er asked God, “Behold, when | come unt@€ople unto himself, above all the nations
the children of Israel, and shall say untéhat are upon the earth” (Deuteronomy
them, The God of your fathers has ser4:2).
me unto you; and they shall say to mé&And Moses said unto the people,
What is his name? What shall | say unttRemember this day, in which ye came
them?” God had replied, “Thus shalt thowut from Egypt, out of the house of
say unto the children of Israel, Thedo bondage” ” (Exodus 13:3).
God of your fathers, the God of Abrahamyhe Remembrance Day. What a day it
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacokyss to be! It was a day when the family
hath sent me unto you: this is my namgame together to remember, and to give
for ever, and this is my memorial unto althanks for, past blessings. The day when
generations” (Exodus 3:13-15). God's deliverance of His chosen people
from the judgment of Egypt, the death of
the firstborn both of man and of beast,
was to be remembered. Not just the death

22 July — September 2002

Remember

of the firstborn would be remembered bubut also their children. Until they had pre-
also everything which led up to it. sented their firstborn child to God, and

It was the day in which they were todcknowledged His title to the child, the
remember their deliverance from slaverparents were not to consider themselves
through the love of God who had chose@s having any right to their firstborn. “For
them as a treasure for Himself. “Now@ll the firstborn of the children of Israel
therefore, if ye will obey my voice are mine, both man and beast: on the day
indeed, and keep my covenant, then yt@at | smote every firstborn in the land of
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me abofdypt | sanctified them for myself”
all people: for all the earth is mine”(Numbers 8:17).

(Exodus 19:5). This Remembrance Day, this day of

They were to remember the deliverancéeliverance, this day of resurrection as it
which centred on obedience and unquévere, was to be observed every year
stioning trust in the power and authorm;hroughout their generations forever. It
of God. “Wherefore say unto the childrev@s to be a continual remembrance. Is
of Israel, | am the bro, and | will bring there a Remembrance Day in your life?
you out from under the burdens of thd>0 you keep in mind all that God has
Egyptians, and | will rid you out of their done for you? Do you have in remem-
bondage, and | will redeem you with &rance the greatness of your salvation?

stretched out arm, and with great judg‘jBut of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of
ments” (Exodus 6:6). God is made unto us wisdom, and right-

They were to focus on the death of thgousness, and sanctification, and redemp-

lamb, the blood on the doorposts and thton" (1 Corinthians 1:30). "And this day

lintel, and the reality of their new lives® all'be unto you for a memorial; and ye

preserved through their obedience. “An(?haII keep it a fe"?‘S‘ t(_) theokn through-.
out your generations; ye shall keep it a

the blood shall be to you for a token upon . ,
. feast by an ordinance for ever” (Exodus

the houses where ye are: and when | 535_14)

the blood, | will pass over you” (Exodus™ "~ "/

12:13). The lamb, without spot or blem-

ish, is a type of the Paschal Lamb who, inThen they that feared theoko spake

a future day would become the onlyften one to another: and thedo hear-

acceptable sacrifice for sin. The Lorckened, and heard it, and a book of remem-

Jesus, God's Lamb, “once for all...brance was written before him for them

offered one sacrifice for sins for everthat feared the dro, and that thought

(Hebrews 10:10,12). upon his name” (Malachi 3:16).

In their remembrance, the Israelites werklere in Malachi, it is not a Remembrance
to reflect on their lives. Once enslaved byay but a Remembrance Book — ‘the
Pharaoh in Egypt (picture Of Satan anworldys most wonderful diary’. In the
his power in the world), they were now

ransomed from death and consecrated

the service of God — not only themselve:
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midst of Israel's spiritual decline, therespare them, as a man spareth his own son
was a remnant of people drawn togetheéhat serveth him” (Malachi 3:17). “They
by obedience to the Lord. God not onlyshall be Mine” — what a promise! “The
listened to their worship but also wroteLord’s jewels — what a status! “Written
their names in His ‘Book of before Him” — what a remembrance!
Remembrance’. God always keeps beforgre the things we say worthy of God's
Himself the names of those who fenOWTemembrance? In the same way that evil
ship with Him. talk can corrupt good minds, so good
They spoke together in the language afommunications can strengthen them. If
those who feared the Lord. What wouldver there was a day for good communi-
they have spoken about? cations amongst saints of God, surely it is
= His holiness — “the holy God will today!

show himself holy by his righteous-

ness” (Isaiah 5:16). “The Lord Jesus the same night in which
= His love —“ “I have loved you,” says he was betrayed took bread: and when he
the Loro” (Malachi 1:2). had given thanks, he brake it, and said,
= His goodness — “Thedrpis good, a Take, eat: this is my body, which is
refuge in times of trouble. He caredroken for you: this do in remembrance
for those who trust in him” (Nahum of me. After the same manner also he
1:7). took the cup, when he had supped,

= His blessings — “The blessing of thesaying, This cup is the new testament in
Lorp brings wealth, and he adds ndny blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,
trouble to it” (Proverbs 10:22). in remembrance of me. For as often as ye

= His promises — “Blessed be therp, eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do

that hath given rest unto his peoplén€w the Lord’s death till he come”
Israel, according to all that he prom{1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

ised: there hath not failed one wordrhe Remembrance Day, as we have seen,
of all his good promise” (1 Kings looked back to an event which changed a
8:56). nation; the Remembrance Book was

As they had fellowship together, theifwritten in recognition of individual faith-
spirits would have been lifted as the)fulness. In the Remembrance Feast, both
remembered their God. As they talked@y and Book are, as it were, brought
together, their words were good to hedPgether.

and the heart of the Lord was touched. Tohe Day is not now an event which
record what they were saying, and as @hanged a nation but one which changed
memorial to their faithfulness, a Book ofthe world! It is the Day on which God'’s
Remembrance was “written before him”!only begotten Son’ gave His life ‘a ran-
As it is being written, the God of lovesom for many’. On that Day, God’s eter-
makes another promise: “And they shalhal plan for our salvation came to
be mine, saith thedrp of hosts, in that fruition: “He became the author of eternal
day when | make up my jewels; and | willsalvation” (Hebrews 5:9). That Day
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remembers the One “who was deliveretAnd they, continuing daily with one
for our offences, and was raised again faccord in the temple, and breaking bread
our justification” (Romans 4:25). Thatfrom house to house, did eat their meat
Day is ours to remember ‘until He come’with gladness and singleness of heart”
for in it God has “raised us up together(Acts 2:46).

and made us sit together in heavenlyne Remembrance Feast is the Father’s
places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). memorial to the Son. There the hearts of
The Book is not now the faithfulness ofthe saints of God are joined together to
godly men but the faithfulness of God'sacknowledge before Him the wonder of

Man, “the man Christ Jesus” (1 TimothyHis Son. They gather together to remem-
2:5). He is the One of whom it is writtenper Him in His humility, in His steadfast-

“Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witnesspess, in His obedience, and in His great
and the first begotten of the dead, and thgve. To the early Christians, it brought

prince of the kings of the earth’«gladness and singleness of heart”. We
(Revelation 1:5). He is the faithful One ofmay see the gladness amongst the Lord’s

whom God said, “This is my belovedpeople, but where is the singleness of
Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear y@eart in the church today?

him* (Matthew 17:5). He is the One “WhoPart of the parental responsibility regard-
Sh.a,!l stablish you, and_keep you frorr?ng the Remembrance Day was to teach
e‘ﬂl (2 'II'(hesshanmanr? 3:3), aﬁd};‘e. On e children the significance of the Day
Véog mzneds t.:iif r\ll\(/ai?s ar\(levnl;l]|s Cr?rlirst”o nd the reasons behind the remembrance.
(Rorrylans 8'1;) They were to remember that all their

) - . blessings came only through the shedding
It is not enough to remember Christ by,ng sprinkling of blood. In like manner,
just thinking about what He did on thegyinig of God who gladly partake of the
cross; we must remember Him by be'ngemembrance of the Lord have the

, espec-

He gathered His own around Him in the,; yheir children, in the Remembrance
upper room, having considered th?:east

Remembrance Day, the Lord Jesus poinlt- Christian lives todav. d d d
ed them, and us, to a greater memorial h our hristian fives today, do we do an

Himself. “And he took bread. and gavesay those things which lead to a book of

thanks, and brake it, and gave unto therﬁemembrance being written before_ G(_)d
saying, This is my body which is givenabout us? Do we always have Him in

for you: this do in remembrance of meremembrance? As long as we wait for our

Likewise also the cup after supper, say-Crd’s retum, we must continue feeding
ing, This cup is the new testament in myPON Him, rejoicing in Him always, with
blood, which is shed for you” (Luke hankful mention of the great things He
22:19,20). has done for us.

At that time, the disciples did not fully
understand what He meant, but it was n
long after that the full reality hit them.
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John Weston
“Neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand” (John 10:28). With these
words, the Lord Jesus clearly establishes the eternal security of all who trust in
Him. That security is foreshadowed in the Old Testament in the signets on the
shoulder and breastplate of the High Priest, and the seal on the arm and heart
of the Bridegroom. Enjoy this meditation on the latter.

Please read Song of Solomon 8:5-that His love is like a banner over her,
Numbers 24:5-7. and all will be well.

However dark our pathway becomes, we

Reading through the Song of SolomoH?nOW that His banner over us is still

or the Song of Songs as it is known, wéVe!

cannot fail to appreciate this song as &

treasury of love, revealing a precioughe Bridegroom likens His bride to an

intimacy between the Bridegroom andnclosed garden — not a public park, but

the Bride i.e. Christ and His Church. rather a private enclosure reserved for

In addition to our text, there are manyHis exclusive enjoyment.

other lovely examples in this book ofour lives, too, should be for Him.

this closeness of relationship. We shafkemember that even a rose in a

look briefly at four of these. vegetable garden, out of place as it is, is
a weed. Legitimacy of action is not

En Gedi is situated down alongside theecessarily a valid excuse for

Dead Sea. In earlier times, it was théappropriate behaviour.

centre of a perfume industry. Here, with

the odour of death coming up from the| am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is

waters of the Dead Sea, the bride is CORyine ” Translating this into Hebrew, one

scious of the sweet fragrance emanatingyn form an acronym spelling the word
from the vineyards. She likens this 0|y’ Elul is the sixth month in the

her appreciation of her Lover. Jewish calendar. It is looked upon as the

We, too, in this world of death which ismonth of repentance and one in

under the judgment of God, can novpreparation for the blowing of the

experience the fragrance of our Saviounumpet, the shofar, ushering in the
seventh month — a month in which the

The words might also be translated ‘th

house of wine’. Martin Luther took this

to mean ‘a wine cellar’. Perhaps he fe

that, even when all is dark and possibl

painful, the bride is not fearful, knowing
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Jewish people enter, as it were, into thieve, close to the heart of her Beloved.
palace of the King. This entering in isThen, for the second seal, or signet, she
only made possible by the speciatlesires a place on His arm.

relationship which exists between theon the Passover table in every Jewish
Bridegroom and the bride. “l am my Be-home there is a shank bone of a lamb.
loved's, and my Beloved is mine.” TheThjs is a reminder that their deliverance
Feast of Tabernacles is then celebrateghm Egypt was due to the strong arm of
with rejoicing. the Lord. “Thou hast with Thine arm
We, too, look forward with eagerredeemed Thy people” (Psalm 77:15).
expectation to the trumpet call (1 Thess*His right hand, and His holy arm, hath
alonians 4:16) and our entry into theyotten Him the victory” (Psalm 98:1).
Father’s house and the celebration of thefhe God of this people of Israel...with
marriage supper of the Lamb. an high arm brought He them out” (Acts
This relationship, this intimacy, has onlyl3:17). The bride invokes that same
become a reality through the great worktrength as she pleads, “Set me as a seal
of redemption. Never let us forget that itpon Thine arm”.
is a blood-bought relationship. So to ouThe long sleeves worn by men in bibli-
text and our theme: “Set me as a segh| times were all very well, but not
upon Thine heart, as a seal upon Thinghen action was called for! Then the
arm” (8:6). It will be helpful to consider sjeeves were tied in a knot behind the
this under three headings. neck. The result was the baring of the
arm. “The loro hath made bare His

It is important, first, to notice the desired10ly arm in the eyes of all the nations”
placement of these two seals: the heaftSaiah 52:10). A further thought con-
the arm. This is an interesting variatiorf€ning those divine arms is brought out
with the placements of the ‘engraving a? Deuteronomy 33:27: “The eternal
of a signet’ (Exodus 28:21) worn by the>0d is thy refuge, and underneath are
High Priest. (N.B. seal and signet aréhe everlasting arms.” Here we sense
both translations of the same Hebre#hat wonderful feeling of the peace of
word.) In the case of the High Priest, th&od. “Perfect peace”, declares Isaiah
emphasis was on the heart and tH&6:3 — in Hebrew, ‘shalom, shalom’;
shoulder, speaking of the place of lovélouble peace, emphatic peace).

and of strength. This is a beautiful pic- Peace with God, for Christ in heaven
ture of the way in which our great High Object is of faith to me;

Priest, the Lord Jesus, bears each of His Peace with God! The Lord is risen!
own on His heart and carries them on Righteousness now counts me free.
His shoulders into the very presence ofie are engulfed in a spiritual battle, one
God. in which we can claim to be more than
However, in the Song of Songs, theonquerors through Him that loved us
bride seeks first that precious place dfRomans 8:37). But victory in this war-
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fare can only be achieved through théamine, or nakedness, or peril, or

power and might of our Lord Jesus. Waword?...No, in all these things we are

are weak, but He is strong! more than conquerors through Him that
loved us” (Romans 8:35,37). Battles
may be lost, but the war is won!

His love is also beyond contradiction. A

Christian lady, on her death bed, was

visited by a sceptical friend who sug-
Fanny Crosby, the blind American poetyested to her that, despite her having
ess, composer of 8,000 hymns, wageen a Christian for many years, even
present at a frightening scene in Newow due to some sinful act or thought,
York. In the hubbub which ensued, &he could slip through her Lord's fin-
child cried out in terror. The mother Wagyers, “Impossible,” came the forthright
heard to say, “-Hush, my little one. Youreply. “You see, | am one of His fin-
are safe now in mother's arms.” Lateers » “For we are members of His body,

Fanny Crosby, with this episode inj¢ g flesh, and of His bones’

mind, wrote the beautiful hymn, “Safe Ephesians 5:30).

in the arms of Jesus...there by His lov hat a bl q the beli
o'ershaded, sweetly my soul shall rest” a“ a blessed assurance the bellever
has! “Him that cometh to Me | will in no

Comfort! Strength! Peace! All these are ise cast out” (John 6:37). Yes, indeed!
to be found in the arms of the BeIoved.Who shall separate us from the love of

As a seal on His heart, and as a seal ?{hrist?”! A seal on His heart, how infi-

His arm, we can abide safely in the com-. . I
. . nitely precious this is! We are so often
munion of His love.

conscious of weaknesses and failure in
our daily walk, yet through His love, all
Itis as we draw near to the heart of Jeswdll be well. “[We] know whom [we]
that we learn something of the beatin@ave believed, and [are] persuaded that
of that heart and the commitment of that-|e is able to keep that which [WE] have
love. Turning our eyes to the hill topcommitted unto Him against that day”
outside Jerusalem, we see that tot@d Timothy 1:12).

commitment. There our blessed

Redeemer gave His all that we might not

only be cleansed from all sin, but that

we might become His Body and HisHis love is unquenchable: “Many waters
Bride. cannot quench love, neither can the

This amazing love is not only beyondloods drown it” (v.7).

comparison, it is beyond conflict. ThusHis love is unstoppable. It will go
Paul writes, “Who shall separate udeyond time into eternity.

from the love of Christ? shall tribula-His love is unmatchable: “I sought Him
tion, or distress, or persecution, Ofyhom my soul loveth” (3:1).
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Love that no tongue can teach,
Love that no thought can reach,
No love like His!

God is its blessed source,

Such an activity of communication and

sharing can not be achieved in our own

strength. We need the strength of the

Nothi ! Lord’s right arm and the motivation of
othing can stay its force, )

Matchlesst is. His love for a lost world.

The first mention of love in the Bible “Buckets of water.” The biblical inspira-

foreshadows the love of the Father fotion for the ceremonies associated with
His Son (Genesis 22:2). The seconthe Feast of Tabernacles may well have
mention foreshadows the love of thdeen the words of Isaiah 12:3, “With joy
Bridegroom for His bride (Genesisshall ye draw water out of the wells of
24:67). salvation.” The last day of the Feast of
Loved with love which knows no measure Tabernacles (sukkot) is known as
Save the Father's love to Thee, Hoshana Rabba — the great hosanna. On
Blessed Lord, our hearts would treasure  this day, water drawn from the pool of
All the Father's thoughts of Thee. Siloam would be carried seven times
This climate of love and its comprehenround the altar in Jerusalem. Using it as
siveness brings strength, joy, comforh water libation, prayer was made for
and peace to the bride. We see her contive badly needed rain.
ing up from the wilderness, leaningt was on this day in the year, in a dry
upon her Beloved (v.5). So 100, OURng thirsty Jerusalem, that the Messiah
Beloved, the Lord Jesus, will Himselfjesys, standing in the midst of all this
bring us out of our wilderness into Hisyctivity and against such a background,
glorious light. Oh! The joy of experi- cajied out, “If any man thirst, let him
encing His strength as we lean UPOBome unto Me, and drink” (John 7:37).
those everlasting arms! To such, He promised ‘living water’.
The term ‘living water’ is one of the

We must turn briefly to Numbers 24 formetaphors used by the rabbis of old for
our closing analogy: “Israel...shall pourthe torah (the books of Moses). The
the water out of his buckets, and his sediurgical prayers surrounding hoshana
shall be in many waters” (w.5,7). rabba revolve around the coming of the
Immersed in this river of His love, weMessiah and world redemption (cf.
must not be selfish and inward looking!Saiah 44:3; 55:1).

We are experiencing a love which surNearly 2,000 years have now passed by.
passes knowledge. Let us shed abroddhere is still a thirsty world with its
something of this love. Let us, as iurgent need for living water. It is in the
were, dip our buckets into the river angblace of love and strength that the bride
shower those around us. We live in & able to reach out and respond to these
world which experiences evil andneeds. May this response be ours so
depravity. It needs the message of Godlsng as the Lord Jesus, our Bridegroom,
love and forgiveness as never befordeaves us here for Him.
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His Love Will Not Fall

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us...full of grace and truth...and
His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace”

John 1:14,16

All fullness resides in Jesus our Head,

And ever abides to answer all need:

The Father’s good pleasure has laid up a store,
A plentiful treasure to give to the poor.

Whatever distress awaits us below,

Such plentiful grace the Lord will bestow

As still shall support us and silence our fear,
And nothing can hurt us while Jesus is near.

When sorrows assail us, or terrors draw nigh,
His love will not fail us, He'll guide with His eye;
And when we are fainting, and ready to fail,
He'll give what is wanting, and make us prevail.

We trust His protection; we’'ll lean on His might;
We’'re sure His direction will guide us aright;

We know who surrounds us, almighty to save,
And no one confounds us the Saviour who have.

“l am persuaded that...[nothing] shall be able to separate us from the love
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”

Romans 8:38,3




