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What Does the Bible Say

About...?

2. Giving

John Keable

“I will not sacrifice to the loro my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing”
(2 Samuel 24:24). David's words to Araunah still challenge us today. This help-
ful article highlights some important features of Christian giving.

Mention ‘giving’ and one usually thinks overflow with praise.

of what goes into the collectic
box on a Sunday mornin
Maybe we give ten per ce
(why?), or maybe we give wh
we have left at the end of tl
week. For some, what goes ir
the collection box is the enti. -

depend upon

James 1:17 sums it

up: “Every good and perfect gift
is from above.”

We must also understand that
God’'s love for us does not

how much we give

back to Him. He loves us because
He is a loving God, not because

allotment for the Lord; for others, thewe deserve it. Whatever we give to Him

collection is simply the tip of the ice-js in response to His

berg. Why do we feel compelled to giveTove for us. It can
What instructions or advice does theot be some kind d
Bible offer on the subject of giving?  pribe to win His

1. A Giving God affection! He ha

The first thing to understand is that w@iven us all He
serve a giving God! He has given us lifecould give.

both naturally and spiritually. His great-2. Affordable

est gift is the gift of His only begottengiving

Son whom He gave to be our Saviouipig may come as
and Lord (John 3:16). Along with thisshock, but nowher

We
serve a
giving

God

greatest of all gifts, God has given us sp, the Bible does
many others, far
too numerous to

God ask or command that we give more

list here. If you

take

time to

think about all

the good things

we have from

will

\H: ‘ ‘ | Him, your heart

surely

than we can afford. (There are examples
of those who did so, but no instruction to
that effect.) In Deuteronomy 16:17, God
commands His people to give “in pro-
portion to the way the drp your God
has blessed you”. Later, writing to the
Corinthians, Paul instructed them to give
regularly and in relation to their income:
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“On the first day of we find that the tithes were the bare min-
every week, each imum which each Israelite had to give;

one of you should other offerings were demanded as well.
set aside a sum of So if you do give ten per cent, it does not
money in keeping necessarily mean that you have done
with his income” your bit for God!

(1 Corinthians16:2). |t is worth noting that great blessing is

Examples of afford- promised to those who do tithe. You can
able giving can be find examples of these blessings in
found in Ezra 2:69 Deuteronomy 14:28-29 and Malachi

and Acts 11:29. 3:10. You will find many other examples

Paul makes a fur- of rewards associated with tithing.

ther point in 2 Corinthians 8:12 where h¢ye of the problems with tithing is that
states that an acceptable gift is according 5, easily become a ritual and nothing
to what a man has and not what he dogSore The Pharisees had that problem.
not have. If you cannot afford to give it \atthew 23:23, Jesus criticised the
then do not! religious leaders because, although they
3. The ten per cent thing gave ten per cent to God, they neglected
Some Christians tithe (i.e. give ten pelustice, mercy and faithfulness. Take
cent) of their income; others do nothote, however, Jesus did not say that
“Why ten per cent?” Some believe thathey were wrong to tithe; He did say that
tithing began with the Jews and so ighere are more important issues at stake
legalistic. Actually, the idea of giving tenthan how much we put in the collection
per cent began long before God's law t§OX!

Moses. It began with Abraham. Genes’~
14 tells the story of Abraham’s fight tc
save his nephew, Lot. After the battle,
king and priest, Melchizedek, as God’
representative, blessed Abraham. V.2
tells us that Abraham gave Melchizede gave me ten times
a tenth of the spoils. Abraham was mak- what | gave to Him?"!
ing an offering to God — an offering of4 15 \whom to give

ten per cent. )
) ) With so many demands upon our
Later, Jacob received a promise of blesgagqyrees, it is often difficult to decide to

ing from God. In response, Jacob promgnom we give and to whom we do not.

ised to give back to God atenth of Wha+he first act of giving must be of our-

God gave to Him (Gej'r?egs 28:2,2)' selves to God (Romans 12:1). If we have
When we get to Leviticus, we find that,os tryly given our hearts and lives as
tithing was commanded of the Israelltes”\,ing sacrifices’ to Him, anything we

But skip on to Deuteronomy 12:6 andy

There is an old saying,
“Don't ask, ‘Can | live
without ten per cent of
my income?’ Ask,
‘Could 1 live if God

0 give is purely for our own ego-cen-
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tred selves and will be of no real benefitbed for the night z
Paul writes of the Macedonians whdsod sees our gi = =
“gave themselves first to the Lord andng and will bles
then to us in keeping with God’s will” us for it.

(2 Corinthians 8:5). (b) Giving to

(a) Giving to the Lord’s work and those in need
His servants We do not have to look far to find those
The servants of the Lord will alwayswho are in need. Every day we hear
need our support, about a famine, an earthquake, or anoth-
as will the Lord’s er war going on in some part of the
B@ work. It may be the world. In most of our towns and cities,

: maintenance  or there are people who are homeless, fam-
o/ . o . ;

|:| repair of a Gospel ilies on the bread line, people in debt,
DD Hall; it may be the people in trouble...the list goes on!

purchase of equip- A  verse of
ment; or it may be Scripture | find l‘ ‘\
to enable a servant of the Lord to worlghallenging s
full-time for Him. Paul certainly appre- Matthew 5:42: “ "
ciated financial help from his Christian“Gijve to the one
who asks yolt ﬂ

friends (Philippians 4:16).

In the Old Testament, money given byand do not tur

the Israelites was used to support thaway from the

Levites, who were responsible for thene who want.

upkeep of the Tabernacle and, later, thi® borrow from you”. The trouble is that

Temple (Numbers 18:21). God is veryalmost every day a letter comes through
concerned that those who give their timéhe door drawing attention to yet another
to Him are rewarded. worthy cause or desperate need.

Of course, we may be able to give idnvariably, the letter is written in such a
ways other than by giving money. Inway as to make you feel that if you do

writing to the Romans, Paul instructed'ot give your life’s savings to this chari-
that we should ty, you will have somebody’s death on

“share with God’s Your conscience for all eternity! With the
people who are in best will in the world, we must realise
need” and that we that we cannot possibly give to every
should “practise need that exists. | do not believe that we
hospitality” aremeantto do so.

(12:13). We may We are given some very good advice
not be able to sup- about giving in 1 Corinthians 16:1-4.
port a ministering servant financially, butPaul instructs that a certain amount of
if we can provide a good meal and/or anoney be put aside each week for use in
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the Lord’s work. The idea was that theGod loves a cheerful giver
Corinthians should save up a specigR Corinthians 9:7).

fund so that, when a negd God is not really so con-
gyai?a[;:)slgltg]x]:eyt\i,:olur:(iht cerned about how much
case, Paul would write f GOL{ you ac.tually put into the
collection box on a

them so that they wou . .
[ Sunday morning. He is
oves a

know the need was ge
uine. J more concerned about
: - the condition of your

That is a great idea, but v ) /
do not ha?/e Paul around Cﬁeeffll,[ heart. Two stories illus-
trate this. The story of the

tell us what is a real neq s _
and what is not! True, b glfzjer rich, young ruler tells of a
man who had turned

we do have the Holy Spir
living within us. If we are money into a god. When
faced with the challenge

truly relying upon Him, H
will guide us as to where our gifts shoulhf giving it all away, he went away a
go. sad man (Matthew 19:21,22). As far
On a practical note, | think we shouldas we know, it cost him his soul. In
stop being afraid of saying ‘no’. If all contrast, the story of the poor widow
our available money is going to meet onga|is how she put just two small coins
particular need, there is nothing left t9yt5 the collection. Jesus was
meet another. Doef this nj)eaonfthat We 4 hressed because she had given all
Qgt, \(;\?ererﬁust bg‘;‘gjg that she had (Luke 21:1-4). In her life,
stewards of what God her rglatlonshlp with God_ was far
has given us, and that™MOre important than kr_10wmg where
means being careful the next meal was coming from.
where we send our Knowing that

money. God has give
5. Final thOUghtS and so much for
conclusion us, how can
Anything we give should be in secretye not at leas
We are not to give to draw attention t®nink again
ourselves (Matthew 6:2). about how
God promises a blessing to those Whﬁ)]uch we are
give (Luke 6:38).

The ability to give is a gift! (see
Romans 12:8).

prepared to
give to Him?

4 October — December 2002

| essons from Ezra

Part 2

Ted Murray

“Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that
we...might have hope” (Romans 15:4). Take to heart the valuable lessons from
what was written more than 2,300 years ago.

and the people accepted the authority of

In this chapter, obedience is a key featur%cnpture and were obedient to it. Here is

of the returning remnant of Israel. The/et another lesson for today. So many,

people wanted to be in God's centret,Oday' are apt to look for modern man’s

Jerusalem. They were marked by devdloughts on a given matter or, in some
tion to God. They had no homes to movEases, to put more weight on tradition
into. There was no beautiful building infather than on what Scripture teaches.
which to worship God. Everything was inThe people gave priority to the worship of
ruins. God and God honoured this desire.

The place of worship (ch.3)

We have no indication of the time whichThe chapter starts with the words “And
elapsed between the end of ch.2 and thehen the seventh month was come”. This
beginning of ch.3. We must assume thatas the month when the Jews were to cel-
they had built some form of shelter forebrate three feasts of Jehovah — the feast
their families. They then made preparaof Trumpets, the Day of atonement, and
tion for the rebuilding of the temple bythe feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23).
clearing away the rubbish which had beeftnese feasts remind us of repentance,
strewn around the temple area. Thigagemption and rejoicing. We are not told
would remind us of the importance ofiy this chapter of the celebration of the

both the home and the place of worshif; 1y put we do read “they kept also
The home is the place of influence on thﬁﬂ|e feast of tabernacles” (v.4)

family and should be the place where

children first hear about the Lord. We aré>athering in unity

reminded of the influence whichyis good to see that the people “gathered
Tlmqthys mother and grandmother hac!hemselves together as one man in
on him (2 Timothy 1:5). Jerusalem” (v.1). Psalm 133 reminds us
Giving God His place of the blessing of unity. It is not possible,

The site of the temple having beefoday, to re-gather the whole Church of
cleared, but the foundations not yet laid>0d in one visible unity. But it is still pos-
the people built the altar of God (v.2). Wesible for even a few believers to meet on
do not find any of man’s innovations herethe ground of the Church of God, without
but that the people searched thgectarian tags and traditions, endeavour-

Scriptures and were guided by “as it isng to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
written in the law of Moses”. The leadersbond of peace (Ephesians 4:3).
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We should remember that the unity of thembroidered with our ideas of order, pro-
Spirit cannot simply be legally enforcedcedure, on how and when we should
and is broken by discord. During the lastemember the Lord. Thankfully, amidst
few years, so many of God’s people havithe breakdown of the day in which we
experienced a lot of discord amongstind ourselves, it is still possible to meet
themselves. This has been mainly due ia simplicity, having fellowship with all
some wanting to rule and thereby enforcevho call upon the Lord with a pure heart.
a man-made unity. The sad consequenj

of such actions are all too eviden

Thankfully, we do have a remedy. We ﬂn eagerness

find that unity is maintained by those wh

seek “peace with all men, and holines

without which no man shall see the Lord LZT’I,L{ an
(Hebrews 12:14).

In v.5, we read that they offered the cor entﬁuszasm

tinual burnt offering. That offering prefig-
ured Christ offering Himself without sin

to God and, as such, brought pleasure to
God (Leviticus 1). It was offered up
morning and evening daily. There wer
no dissenting thoughts or voices to thi
offering. The people were at one in wor
ship. They appreciated the fact that, i
this scene of breakdown and discourag
ment, there was a continual offering bein
made to God.

We also read that everyone was willing t

make freewill offerings unto the drp
(v.5). There was nothing lacking. The lesOther feasts were also celebrated. The

son for us today surely is that if the efforf\éw Moons and all the set feasts were re-
is made and we willingly give more of ouréstablished according to all that had been
time, leisure and wealth to the Lord, Hevritten. There was no holding back.
will add His blessing and prosper the tesIhéreé was an eagerness and an enthusi-
timony of His people. The people ofaSm to re-establish what had been lost.
Zerubbabel's day took heed to God'dVould to God that we in our day had

word. They did not deviate from theSomething of their spirit! We seem to be

instructions given by God to Moses buPeset with life’s problems, with family
followed them to the letter. commitments and with other things

The problem today is that so often Wé/vhich tend to detract and deflect us from

want to have our ideas incorporated intt 'V'ng (l)ur all to tt:et Lé)rr]d_' Faul rfrr:undet(ri]
the way we worship. The simplicity of € Lolossians tha rist must have the

New Testament teaching has IDeeRre-eminence (1:18). On our part, we are

re-establish
what had

been lost
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happy to quote this verse but are moré/e noticed that other set feasts were
often than not reluctant to obey it. revived. These feasts surely speak to us of
Rebuilding the temple fellowship — those times of joy, sharing

This section, verses 4-7, ends on thWwith one another the blessings which God

happy note that provisions were alsé1aS bestowed upon His own. We live in a
made for the various items required fo ay when meetings for fellowship and the

the establishment of the temple. Thigninistry of God's word are neglected by

. L many. The pressures of modern life are
would remind us of our obligation to meet___ : o . .

making terrible inroads into the life and
the needs for the furtherance of the - . )
Gospel wellbeing of the assemblies of God’s peo-

ple. By contrast, it is noticeable that the

The place of witness and yvorship Was Ifemples of merchandise are well attended,
ruins but they came to the “house of Godby saint and sinner alike, in this day of

(v.8). The enemies of God had joinedyfiyence!
together in an attempt to bring to naugh1.ogether in worship

that which was for God in this world. WeThe key word of this chapter is ‘together’,

can rejoice that, even in a situation like . :
. . word which surely speaks of fellowship.
this, God’s purposes are never thwarted, . ) e
t is used three times: “gathered them-

His witness to the world is ever sure, even " ;
. selves together (v.1); they
in a day of breakdown.

) “stood...together, to set forward the
We should remind ourselves that “th€yorkmen” (v.9); “they sang together’

house of God, which is the church of they, 11). what a message for us today! If,
living God,” is also “the pillar and ground pecause of spiritual pride, we cannot
of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Today, we gather together, there is no way that the
can encourage ourselves in the fact thajork in the assemblies can progress. As a

although much of the truth as to theesult of that inactivity, there will be no
Church was lost during what we call thgeal singing.

dark ages, it has been recovered thanks{yis remnant realised the necessity of fel-
faithful men. These men and womengyship with one another in the Lord’s
turned from human traditions to the livingwork and the result was manifested for all
Christ, despite persecution and martyy see and hear. The recovery was a
dom. This treasure has been handed dowgrce of great joy and praise. At the end
to us in our day though, sad to say, theig this chapter, we read of shouts of joy
are many who have little or no appreciaand cries of sorrow being heard afar off
tion of its value. The breaking of bread igyv.11-13). The two could not be distin-
looked upon as just another way of celeguished. In praise and testimony, there is
brating the Eucharist. That remembranceom for the vitality of the young and also
feast, when one’s heart and mind arthe memories of the old. Both voices
engaged with the beauties and glories ghould be audible. They are not discor-
our living Lord, leading us on to worshipdant but blend into one magnificent note
of the Father, is surely a taste of heavawhich those around have to take account
on earth. of.
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from those whom Scripture describes as
“adversaries” (v.1).

Satan’s deceit

These adversaries were the descendants
of a people brought into the land by the
Assyrians after they had carried away the

God was
1 ten tribes. At the command of the
glven Assyrian king, these people in Samaria
. . were taught to worship God by one of
_q—[ls Tlgﬁ t;fu[ Jeroboam'’s priests. Sadly, they then com-
promised the teaching of these captive

[ . priests by fearing the drp yet serving

P ace in

their midst

their own gods (2 Kings 17). The
Samaritans of that day can be likened to
some in Christendom today who have a
form of Christian worship but deny the
fundamental truths of the Gospel. They
do not accept the word of God in its
entirety; they deny the virgin birth and the

What noise are we making amongst thde'ty of Christ; they walk in a wordly

break-up of today? Is it joy mingled withFaSh'on'

a sense of sorrow or is it that of discor(]_he example in qu cha}pter shows how
we should deal with this type of help.

s . )
and argument? The people of God in thlEerubbabel, Joshua, and the leaders of the

chapter were bounq together .|n ON€ COMe mnant refused the alliance which had
mon task. They desired to praise and WOKeen proposed, thus maintaining the prin-

ship God and to let it be known 10 allgipie of separation. In this way, they
around that God was given His rightfulyeclared that they were wholly for God,
place in their midst. in spite of the attractiveness of the help of
Difficult days (ch.4) these Samaritans who, as stated in v.1,

: - : .. were in reality adversaries. Today, we
Believers today can readily identify W'thshould be aware of this insidious way in

the situations encountered by the pe°plﬁ7hich Satan attacks the church

of God in this chapter. Here we have tW(At the end of ch.3, the people were full of

attacks on the Jewish remnant, both mOth)y. The Lord had blessed their efforts to

vated by Satan. In the first attack, with thqzay the foundations of the temple. Satan
offer of help in the rebuilding of the tem-chgoses just such a moment to launch his
ple (v.2), we see how insidious arggttack. We need to be careful of so-called
Satan’s wiles. In the second, we have @ffers of help and not be afraid to refuse
direct attack on the remnant as a result glich. Zerubbabel's answer was very
their having rejected the offer of helpclear: “You may do nothing with us to
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build a house for our God; but we aloneChrist will be greatly diminished. We
will build to the Lorp God of Israel, as should realise that a life lived for the serv-
King Cyrus the king of Persia has comice of the Lord will result in some perse-
manded us” (v.3). Through this action otution: “All that will live godly in Christ
the leaders, the remnant was maintainetesus shall suffer persecution” (2
in a path of separation, the neglect ofimothy 3:12). Persecution does not
which in the past had been the cause of @lways take on a physical character but
their trouble. Had they agreed to thidvas many forms and affects the believer in
offer, the work would have been ruinechumerous ways. Satan has had a lot of
from the start. The end of the book ok&xperience in this field and knows all our
Nehemiah plainly shows the failureweaknesses.

which SpO"Ed the results of that WhiChThe opposition grew (VV.4,5) and was
started so well. persistent. In w.5-7, we learn that the
We only have to look into church historyopposition lasted from the days of Cyrus
to see similar examples of failure througtio those of Darius. In between these kings
compromise. The Reformation started outame Ahasuerus (not the one mentioned
well but fell very short of what might in the book of Esther), but known as
have been had some of the leaders nGambeses in secular history. It seems as
made alliances with secular persons artiough the opposition had little success
powers. The results of these alliances aduring the time of these kings. The rem-
a sad record of wars and intrigues whichant stood firm, carrying on the task
beset the church. Revelation 17 shows wghich they had started with a firm con-
the terrible result of religion compromis-viction that they were carrying out the
ing with secular powers and politics.will of God and the command of the king.
Believers today need to realise that wartaxerxes now comes into the picture.
cannot compromise with a Christless prore s identified as the usurper and also
fession or a godless society. In today'gsnown as Smerdis. Having seized the
climate of pluralism, we need to take carghrone, he would be very much disposed
to be independent of the world’s systemfp annul the decrees of his predecessors,
and thus be separated unto the Lord @ establishing his authority. The opposi-
Corinthians 6:17,18). tion see their chance and write a letter.
Satan’s onslaught From 4:6 to 6:18, the language used is

For the remnant, the watchword was serg:haldean or Aramaic. These are the actu-
aration, not compromise. This resulted, a8l transcripts of the letters which passed
we see later in this chapter, in a moréo and fro.

intense form of opposition. The situationThe letter to Artaxerxes is a misrepresen-
is the same today as it was irtation of the truth as to what was happen-
Zerubbabel’s day. If true believers maining. Today, it would be called spin. It was
tain a path of separation from the worldwhat they thought the king would like to
opposition will follow. If the path taken is hear and, from what we read from v.17
compromise, then opposition may benwards, it had its desired effect. In the
avoided, but the power to live a life forletter, they profess a great concern for the

October — December 2002 9



Lessons from Ezra

king’s interests and express their fear th&adly, what happened from the time the
his taxes would not be paid and he wouldiork ceased until it was re-established is
lose his dominion beyond the river. Theysomething we are all accustomed to. It is
then stretch the truth, stating that the Jewsilled apathy. We see it creeping in in the
are rebuilding the walls and the cityfist of the letters to the seven churches,
Some of the houses in Jerusalem maynq finally rampant in the seventh letter
have been rebuilt (Haggai 1:4), but perpeyelation chs.2,3). It appears that, in

mission fpr the rebuilding of the Wa,nsthis intervening period, the Jews looked
was not given until the days of Nehemlaht.o their own comforts. They built their
This remnant, under Zerubbabel and,nqjieq houses, stored up their goods,

Joshua, were not bent on building reputas carefully looked after their own inter-

tions for themselve_s, but were eStap“S.hésts. There is no suggestion that their
ing a place of testimony and worship in

the place the trp God of Israel had adversaries caused any suffering to the

commanded through Cyrus. We areJews du_ring the time they were looking
reminded of the Lord’s words: “Seek yeafter their own comorts.

first the kingdom of God” (Matthew So it is today. We can work all the hours
6:33). So Paul reminds us that Christhat are available. We are encouraged to
must have the pre-eminence in all thinggiake our own way in our chosen careers.
(Colossians 1:18). If we are sports minded, this is also
We then read of the cunning way in whictencouraged. The world will have nothing
their enemies displayed the dirty washingp say against all these things. But in
of Israel’'s past. We cannot hide our dirtynaking these our aims in life, we are not
washing. It behoves us, as Christians, tully engaged in the work of the Lord.
walk circumspectly in this present evilThe thing that offends the world is to see
world (Galatians 14) Christians tOdaMhe claims of Christ being met — to see
are often besmirched by the acts of thosghristians energised by the Spirit, their
who profess Christianity but do not pracignt no longer hidden under a bushel, but
tise it. The unfaithfulness of Zedekiahgnining brightly. This exposes the selfish-
a}n_d others of the kings prior to the CaPress, pride, hypocrisy, and the other evils
tivity was used to good effect by the

accusers. V.17 onwards records the kingtg atare present in the world.

answer. The work was stopped by force of hankfully, the work was re-started,
arms even though the edict of Cyrus hads chs.5,6 record. Let us be encour-
not been revoked. The work ceased untdged that our God “is able to do
the second year of Darius, king of Persiaxceeding abundantly above all that
(v.24). To the casual observer, it migh;Ne ask or think, according to the

appear that the work of God was defeat- . .
ed. We should take heart in the fact thzﬁower that worketh in us. Unto him be

God’s purposes cannot be put to one sigglory in the church by Christ 'Jesus
The One who is the Alpha and the Omegiroughout all ages, world without
has the last say. end. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20,21).
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Predestination and Election

Mark Davison
Predestination and election are subjects which are clearly taught in Scripture.
Yet many Christians struggle to understand them. A proper appreciation of
these subjects serves only to demonstrate how deeply important each one of us
is to God. Take time carefully to read this helpful introduction. Please read
Romans 8:28-9:24 before you begin.
Introduction says, in the end we can only have faith in
“Try to explain election, and you mayGOd as to the way in which He works.
lose your mind; but explain it away andve must echo the words of Abraham to
you will lose your soul!” This statementG0d: “Will not the Judge of all the earth
sums up very well the importance of thiglo right?” (Genesis 18:25).
doctrine, which runs from the beginningn the light of this, it is fitting that the
to the end of Scripture. section quoted at the top of this article

As we look at these two doctrines of prepeglns with a verse which reassures us as

destination and election. we will find®© the way in which God works: “And
: we know that in all things God works for

that there are some difficult question :
. . ~the good of those who love him, who
which arise. For some, we can fin . ;
ave been called according to his pur-

answers in the Bible, but there comes 8ose” (Romans 8:28). Even if we cannot
point at which we simply cannot COM- nderstand God's ways, we can be

prehend the work of God. Whilst we can, g red that He knows what He is doing,
look at the Word of God and see what i 4 will work things out for us as He

knows best.

The two doctrines of predestination and
election are closely related, but not syn-
onymous. If we imagine them as con-
centric circles, predestination is the larg-
er, outer ring, whilst election is the

Called
aCCO TL{ incq f;j\rllleioogﬁa gt?;;al!\tee?. within it. We will

Predestination
to

A good definition of predestination is
) ‘Marking out the path beforehand’. In
ﬂl‘g P urp 056 the context of Scripture, we see that qu
has mapped out the course of the entire
universe (Proverbs 8:27-29). All that
occurs in the universe does so in accor-

dance with the decree of God. Nothing
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takes Him by surprise, as He foreknewhat this could not possibly be the case
all things. This is particularly empha-(Psalm 145:17). However, God knew
sised with reference to the death ofeforehand how men and women would
Christ (Acts 2:23; 4:28). God has thebehave in certain circumstances. Having
right to predestine, or to mark outgiven man a free will to behave in the
beforehand, because He is the Creator @fay he chooses, God permits these
all things. Having firstly made all things,things to occur, though they would not
and set them in their proper place, it ipe His desire. On the positive side, we
His right to do with them as He pleaseszan read the beautiful words of God in
(Th|S introduces the matter Of the SOVerre|ati0n to |Srae|’ and C|aim them equa|_
eignty of God, which we will define |y for ourselves today. In Jeremiah 29:11
later. It is impossible, however, to l00k afye read, “For | know the plans | have for
the teaching concerning predestinatiofq, » declares the drp, “plans to pros-
and election without taking account ofyer you and not to harm you, plans to
the sovereignty of God.) give you a hope and a future.”

God is also able to predestine the courgg may not be able to see the ‘prosper-
of the universe because He is aII-powerihg, which God has in mind for us. but

ful. No-one else would have the power (Q,e 5 pe sure, in the light of Romans
deylse t.he plan ar_ld Car,“f I through: 8:28, that this is certainly the case. When
This raises the first difficult question.\ye come into His presence in glory, all
Has Go‘i predestined the evil acts Qi pe clear to us. This leads us into the
mankind? With the understanding Wegnect of predestination in relation to

have of God (at least, as much as Wg,jievers.
mortals can understand God), we knovg) o .
redestination and election are often
linked with a ‘calling’ from God
that God gives man a free choice in the
decisions which he makes. Sadly, not all
men respond positively to His call
We turn now to election, a definition of
d‘ which is as follows, “the sovereign act of
an God in grace whereby certain persons
own appointing”. The thought of elec-
tion is more exclusive than predestina-
tion. The first thing to notice is that it is

(Romans 8:30; 9:24). This is an impor-
tant point, for it re-emphasises the fact
ﬂ 'y (Matthew 22:14).
a ﬁop e Election
are chosen from among mankind for
Himself, for a purpose or destiny of His

a future
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based entirely on God’s good pleasur® the likeness of his Son”. That same
and love: “He predestined us to beerse goes on to say that this is to bring
adopted as his sons through Jesus Chrikgnour and glory to Jesus, by showing
in accordance with his pleasure andHim to be the “firstborn among many

will” (Ephesians 1:5; n.b. though thisbrethren”.

text speaks of predestination, it is refemye need to understand that God’s sover-
ring (see v.4) to the election of people bgjgn choice often contradicts human
God for Himself). “...the mystery of his wisdom, or perhaps, human expectation.
willaccording to his good pleasure Human society of the time would have
which he purposed in Christ” (Ephesiangxpected the elder son to be the superior,
1:9). We cannot explain the choiceyith the younger subservient to him. Yet
which God makes in the election of HisRoman 9:12 reminds us again that the
people other than this. opposite was the case. We might have
The thought of election is presenexpected that God would reveal His
throughout Scripture. There were manyhoughts to the most intellectual and
people living in Ur, but God called intelligent of mankind, yet 1 Corinthians
Abraham to carry out His purposesl:26-28 shows that this was not the case.
Abraham had two sons, Isaac anod’s perspective is very different from
Ishmael, but God chose Isaac to be thmurs, and He knows better than we do.
one through whom He would fulfil His Romans 9:14 then poses a question: “Is
plans. In the next generation, Jacob wasod unjust?” Clearly we know that this
appointed for blessing, not Esau. Evegould not be so. But how do we square
the nation of Israel was chosen by Goghe circle of whom God chooses and
simply because God loved themyhom not? Unfortunately, we usually
(Deuteronomy 7:8). In the Newapproach this question from the wrong
Testament, Jesus showed that God’s soyngle. We seem to think that God is

ereign choice was now extended to thgnjust because He does not save all. The
Gentile nations also (Matthew 21:43). converse is, in fact, the case. God is
We are justified, however, in asking thainder no obligation to saveany.
guestion, Whyhas God chosen me?’ We"Whoever does not believe stands con-
read a remarkably simple fact in 2demned already” (John 3:18). We need
Thessalonians 2:13: “From the beginto understand that we are all under con-
ning God chose you to be saved”. As sdemnation because of sin in our lives.
often in Scripture, that simple statemen&od, therefore, owes mercy to none. So
is also very profound. To think that Godve might say that He has every right to
marked you and me out eternity past condemn all to a lost eternity.
to be savedn time and glorifiedin a Furthermore, none of us would have
future eternity Surely we should be chosen God if the decision was left to us.
filled with awe! However, we can go fur-It is surely, therefore, a merciful God
ther than this. Romans 8:29 tells us thatho chooses to save even one of His
we have been elected “to be conformerkbellious creatures.
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To leave the matter like that, however, i®haraoh were murderers, but God chose
to deny the very person of God himselfMoses to save His people and hardened
It portrays God as a vengeful deity likePharaoh’s heart (Romans 9:17).

the gods of legend and mythology. Go&ome may conclude, after a study of
must remain faithful to Himself at all i supject, that there is no point in

times. So, if He were to save all mankin ny further evangelical activity, for

(a kind of blanket amnesty), He WOUIO'the results are a foregone conclusion.

contradict His own holiness and justice :
I
since these require that sin should b od forbid! We have stated already

punished. On the other hand, if H&hat God has given man a free will to
allowed all to be lost, this would be achoose the course that he will take.
denial of His love, grace and mercy. Thé\fter all, Pharaoh was given many
doctrine of election answers the dilemopportunities to acknowledge the
ma. power of God, but chose instead to
The sovereignty of God resist the evidence which was before
We have mentioned the sovereignty ofim. This means that we still have a
God a number of times. Election is aesponsibility to preach the Good
sovereign choice of God. In earlier agefNews of salvation through Jesus
it would have been easier for people tChrist, but we must leave the results
understand the meaning of sovereigntyg the mercy of God. God also knows
because the king or queen (the sovefiow we will react in these things —

eign) had absolute right to do as therhether we will be dependent upon
pleased. No-one could question theip|im in prayer

actions. Similarly, God has absolute

right to do with us as He pleases. Aftefinally, it should be pointed out that
all, He created us and has sustained Uthe New Testament the true Church

through life. However, God does not d®f God is often called the ‘elect’
things ‘for the sake of it’, otherwise we(Romans 11:7; 2 Timothy 2:10). That
would have the image of a God who toy€hurch includes every person who
with mankind, like a cat plays with andhas truly confessed Jesus as Saviour
torments a mouse. The actions whicBnd Lord. If you are included in that
God takes are to serve His purposegymper, you, too, can take great joy in
God has always desired to have a peopgﬁe fact that God has chosen yiou

of His own to glorify and worship Him, eternity pasto be savedn time and
and upon whom He could shower down

His blessings (Romans 9:23,24). He stilglor'f'?d in a future etermtpru havg
works to that end. a glorious hope of an eternity of bliss

Romans 9:16 also confirms that thd" His very presence to which to look

mercy of God does not depend on o P”"_’ard- .
righteousness, but simply on the sovelPraise be to God for His mercy
eign choice of God. Both Moses andoward us!
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Jesus’ Farewell Words
Part 5. John 16:1-33

David Anderson

John 16 contains the last words of Jesus to His disciples before the cross. As
such, they have a special and an enduring appeal to all believers. The Lord’s
warning of difficulties ahead and His promise of provision for the future are
both relevant for today. This article is the fifth in a series originally broadcast
on London Premier Radio’s ‘Truth for Today’ programme.

Introduction the Spirit. The Spirit indwells and abides

Friends do not like leaving each other. Ifwith each believer. Ch.15 presented the
as sometimes happens, it is to be a pemay in which Christians can show the
manent separation, the experience isharacter of Christ, the True Vine, by
especially painful. In John 16, we findabiding in Him and so producing fruit for

that was particularly so for the closeggq.

friends of Jesus. The chapter is part of Hi . .
very last words in His farewell talk to Hisﬁow’ In ch.16, Jesus speaks openly of His

disciples. His divine love expresses itselffglo'ng gway. He Is very gonsuous of its
in the opening verse, “These things | havinmediate effect upon His followers, as

spoken to you, that you should not bé&l€ says in v.6: “But because | have said
made to stumble” (v.1). these things to you, sorrow has filled your

Chapters 13-15 have gone over ‘thes@eart”. They were sad because they
things”. Two major points have beerrealised that they would soon be separat-
made by the Lord. First, that He wasd from the One who had been their
going to leave them and they would havéielper. However, Jesus wanted to com-
to live without His being physically pres-fort them and to assure them that it was
ent with them to manage their affairSfor their ultimate good. So He says,

Second, that a new ‘day’, which we NOWrherefore you now have sorrow: but |
know to be the Christian era, would starf il see you again and your heart will

after He left. With the first, He preparedrejoice and your joy no one will take
them for the difficulties of Christian life -

in a hostile world; in the second, He gavérom you” (v.22).

them to understand the advantages B this chapter, Jesus tells them about:
them of living in the Christian age. We[l the suffering and the sorrows they
need these same lessons today. had to face (vv.1-6);

Ch.13 introduced the necessity fofy {he work of the Spirit (vw.7-15);
Christians to love and serve each other, Iﬁ

is shown by Jesus’ example of feet was the meaning of His going away
ing. In ch.14, there were the heart com-  (VV:16-21);
forting assurances of the Christian’s comt!  the Christian’s privileges in that day
munion with God: the Father, the Sonand  (vv.22-33).
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Suffering and sorrow in store their Helper and then speaks about His
First of all, it was necessary to tell thenPther activities as the Spirit of truth. By
about, and to forewarn them of, the persddis coming, He would expose the true
cution which they would receive from thenature of the world in a threefold way:
world, especially from religious Jews.’And when He has come He will convict
The world had hated their Master and sH!& world of sin, and of righteousness,
they, too, would receive the same trea"d Of judgment” (v.8). This work contin-
ment. The time was coming when thid!€S today in the preaching of the Gospel.
would lead to excommunication and evefrirst, there is a demonstration of the
murder, as we find in the accounts of th#orld’s sin: “of sin, because they do not
early Church in Acts. There we find thafelieve in Me” (v.9). In the works and
those who treated believers in this wayords of the Lord Jesus, there had been
thought that they were doing God’s servthe full rev_elation of.God, so much so that
ice, as v.2 of our chapter states. Jesif3® world is now without any excuse for
goes on to point out that the reality wassin- The Lord had already made this
“These things they will do to you becaus®@in: “If I had not come and spoken to

they have not known the Father nor Methem, they would have no 'sin', but now
(v.3). they have no excuse for their sin. He who

hates Me hates My Father also. If | had
Kot done among them the works which no
one else did, they would have no sin; but

own strength. The Spirit of trUth’.Whonow they have seen and also hated both
proceeds from the Father, was provided e and My Father” (15:22-24)

be the power for witness in these circum- o . ,
stances (15:26). Jesus had aIreg:jThe Spirit shows to a guilty world man’s

stressed the fact that the Spirit is “anothec}r/eﬂan.Ce of GOd’.SO that people can repent
nd find salvation in our Lord Jesus

Helper”, exactly the same as He himse hrist. However, if this witness of the

had been. The Spirit would come to b‘?—|oly Spirit is refused, there is condemna-
permanently amongst the Christian “OMon: “He who believes in Him is not con-

pa}lrlly and to mdyv;:llbeatgh of therg. He IYemned; but he who does not believe is
st prﬁsenth W't ) eleversd today tt?lcondemned already, because he has not
strengthen their witness and to enabigqjieved in the name of the only begotten

them to withstand this world whichgg, ot Gog” (John 3:18). Unbelief is the
remains hostile to God and His people. | ;iimate sin!

The work of the Spirit If the world is so wrong, the next part of
The coming of the Spirit would be athe Holy Spirit’s work is to prove God is

direct consequence of Jesus going awajght. “Of righteousness, because | go to
to the Father (vw.5-7). We can see th@ly Father and you see Me no more”
advantages of this now, but just then thg/.10). By its treatment of God’s Son, the
disciples did not really grasp it becausevorld has shown that it is not righteous.
they were overwhelmed with grief. Jesu®ot only was the trial, conviction, punish-

reminds them that the Spirit would bement and crucifixion of Jesus unjust, but

However, Jesus was not abandoning H
followers to face this situation in their
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it was publicly voiced with the words, sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not
“We will not have this Man to reign over come into judgment, but has passed from
us” (Luke 19:14). By contrast, everythingdeath into life” (John 5:24). Meanwhile,
Jesus did was right. He could say, “Whiclthe Christian is instructed : “Do not love
of you convicts Me of sin? And if | tell the world or the things in the world. If
the truth, why do you not believe Me?"anyone loves the world, the love of the
(8:46). Only He has lived completely in,Father is not in him. For all that is in the
and done, God'’s will. The result of this isworld — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
that He is now glorified at His Father'seyes, and the pride of life - is not of the
right hand, the place of righteousness iRather but is of the world. And the world
an absolute sense. God is right in all thas passing away, and the lust of it; but he
He has done, is doing, and will dowho does the will of God abides for ever”
through His Son. The Gospel message (& John 2:15-17).

about “the redemption that is in Chris

Jesus...to demonstrate at the present tir j_[e wﬁo L{OBS

[God’s] righteousness, that He might b
just and the justifier of the one who ha .

faith in Jesus” (Romans 3:24-26). tﬁe Wl[[ Of GOL{
In v.11, Jesus informs us that the thir .
part of the Holy Spirit’s work is to con- aﬁldes for e’zjer
vince the world of its condemnation: “o

judgment, because the ruler of this world
is judged”. In the Bible, ‘the world’ is an At that moment, both their separation

expression used to describe that society §Pm the Lord and the ensuing hostility of

all peoples without God and in oppositiorthe world were causing much sorrow to

to Him. They have their own p|ans, pur.the disciples. However, when Jesus said,
suits, philosophies, and way of life away! still have many things to say to you, but

from God. They are led by Satan, who i¥Ou cannot bear them now”, He was not
their prince. Jesus gives us God's verdideferring to their distress. Rather it was

on such a system: “Now is the judgmenthat they would receive the necessary
of this world; now the ruler of this world capacity and ability to learn new truths

will be cast out” (John 12:31). only from the Holy Spirit. In vv.13-15,

At the cross, Satan was defeated in evelfje Lord, there_:f_o,re, returns to th_e theme
way when he came and “found nothing’ f the Holy Spirit's work for them in that
in Jesus. Then was he cast out. The Hol}FW day, when He had gone away to the

Spirit’s work is to point out that the world ather and the Spirit had _b_een given:
ra-mwever, when He, the Spirit of truth,

system was condemned at the cross. L : i
Judgment is, therefore, inevitable fo as come, He will guide you into all truth;

everyone who is in it, unless they believéOr He will not speak on His own author-

on the Son of God. Today, Jesus still sayg?/’ but whatever He hears He will speak;

“Most assuredly, | say to you, he Whoar_wd He_WiII tell you thin_gs to come. He
hears My word and believes in Him whoWIII glorify Me, for He will take of what
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is Mine and declare it to you. All thingstruth”. He shows the excellencies of the
that the Father has are Mine. Thereforelord Jesus, who is the Truth (14:6), from
said that He will take of Mine and declarehe word of God, which is truth (17:17).

it to you.” The consequence of His going

In the workings of the Godhead, there igyay

always unity and harmony. The Son doe

- ) Row the point had been reached in the
nothing from Himself; He always oper-.

. ) ._journey from the Upper Room to the
ates from His Father, seeing and do'nJ@%arden of Gethsemane where it was nec-
His works (5:19). In like manner, the

Spirit of truth, as proceeding from the- >3y for Jesus_, to talk p""?‘”'y about the
earness of His separation from the

Father, hears and speaks from Him. H )

will not speak from Himself. His work is eleven. First of all, there was that “little

to glorify Christ by showing all that the While” when they would not see Him.
That phrase describes the time from His

Father has given into His hands. : i _ '
rrest in the garden until His reunion with

The Spirit is also the Teacher, guidin hem following Hi ion. He had
believers into all the truth, and telling em following His resurrection. He ha

them about the future. When we linkl© €mphasise the real grief they would
these verses with 14:26, we see the Wé\}xperience, while the world rejoiced. But
God arranged for the writing of the New@S in childbirth, when a woman’s pain is
Testament. The Spirit first of all broughtsoon forgotten by the joy of getting a
“to remembrance” all the things whichchild, so also the disciples would lose
Jesus had told His disciples; so we hav&eir sorrow and find permanent joy. This
the four Gospels. He then guided th¢oy, which “no one will take from you”
apostles into “all truth” for the writing of (v.22), they received from Him when they
the epistles. Finally, He told them “thingssaw Him again.

to come” for the prophetic portions of theqowever, He wanted them to grasp that
New Te_stament, especially the book Ofseeing Him” was more than just meeting
Revelation. Him again on earth after His resurrection.
The meaning of v.15 about everything ofrhis had come out in v.16: “A little while,
the Father being given to the Son angnd you will not see Me; and again a lit-
shown to us by the Spirit, we understangle while, and you will see Me, because |
to be all the detailed truths about the rise&0 to the Father” The new day, then, is
and glorified  Christ. For example, gpqt seeing Him by faith in His Father's
Romans is the doctrine of the Gospel; thﬁresence.

truth of the Church as Christ’'s body (the

mystery) is revealed in Ephesians: spiritul '€ Christian’s privileges now

al worship is described in Hebrews But when Jesus said this to His disciples,
where our Great High Priest is seen withthey were confused and afraid to ask
in the veil; and the practical precepts ofibout it. So He underlines to them in v. 23
the Christian faith are outlined in the pasthat a special new day of privilege would
toral epistles. Three times in John 14-16egin then: “And in that day you will ask

the Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of Me nothing. Most assuredly, | say to you,
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whatever you ask the Father in My Naméo be that most important event before
He will give you”. “that day” of fullest blessing and privi-
The disciples had been in the habit of askege for believers. It was necessary for the
ing and receiving from the Lord while HeLord to leave them and face the ordeal of
was with them on earth. But from now onthe cross.

their prayers would go straight to thev.32 tells what would take place: “Indeed
Father, in the Son’s Name. As Christianghe hour is coming, yes, has now come,
we now have this direct access to ththat you will be scattered, each to his
Father in prayer for all our needs. Oupwn, and will leave Me alone. And yet |
Lord directs in v.24, “Ask, and you will am not alone, because the Father is with
receive.” We can confidently ask “in HisMe.” To go to the Father, He had to go
name” because we asking for Christ'shrough suffering, pain and death before
glory and claiming the full value of thatrising again to ascend to heaven. Here is
Name to His Father. Because the Fathertisat deeply moving truth of the joint
the great Provider, the promise is that wactivity of God the Father and God the
will receive and that our joy will be full! Son. They are pictured in Genesis 22 by

Another feature of the new day for theAbraham and Isaac, who went together to
believer is that Jesus can now, as He safj¢ place of  the burnt offering.
in v.25, “tell you plainly about the Throughout Jesus’ farewell talk, He pres-
Father”. So we are brought to know alfnts the cross as a completed fact, but it
about the Father, and that His love resias & necessary part of the divine coun-
upon us. The Lord assures us, «Th&el: “God will provide for Himself the
Father Himself loves you, because yolpmb for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:8).
have loved Me, and have believed that The Lord laid down His life that He might
came forth from God” (v.27). The Fathertake it again, as commanded of His Father
wants those who believe on His Son to bel0:18). That had now to be faced. His
conscious of this great favour of love, an@our had now come!

to worship Him in spirit and in truth.

“I came forth from the Father and hav [n Me

come into the world. Again, | leave thé¢

world and go to the Father” (v.28). By His

coming, Jesus had made known th you ma_y ﬁave
Father. In His going back to the Fathe

He was taking up all things for God a Peace
Man, and as Man representing believe

there in heaven. This is a “dark saying” ) L .
for the uninitiated! However, the disciples’eSus ends this talk to His disciples with
thought that He was now using pIairWOde of great_comfort and encourage-
speech, so they confidently say, “By thi§nent.: “These things have | spoken to you,
we believe that You came forth fromthat in Me you may have peace. In the
God” (v.30). But Jesus cautions them\,/vorld you will have tribulation; but be of
“Do you now believe?” (v.31). There haggood cheer, | have overcome the world”
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(v.33). He knew that the ‘in Me...peace’overcome! And He did so at the cross, the
message would strengthen them againgtace where the world and its ruler
the ‘in the world...[trouble]’ warning. thought that they had succeeded by put-
The world today continues to opposeing Him to death. But He rose again from
God, so there are still difficulties for thethe dead, has ascended to heaven, and is
believer to face. These words of Jesus asat down with His Father on His throne!
for believers today, as is His promiseBecause He lives by the power of God,
“Peace | leave with you, My peace | giveve, today, can face everything in His glo-
to you...Let not your heart be troubledyious Name. “And this is the victory that
neither let it be afraid” (14:27). This has overcome the world — our faith. Who
means that both the calmness with whicis he who overcomes the world, but he
He faced the world that night, and thevho believes that Jesus is the Son of
confidence He had in His God and FatheGod?” (1 John 5:4,5). May we take heart
can be ours today. as He brings to us afresh these words of
Conclusion great encouragement: “Be of good

The resounding battle cry on which weheer!”
close is that He has the victory! He has [ [ ][ J[][][][]

Faithfulness

Donald Hill
‘faithful’ — loyal, trustworthy, constant.
The word ‘faithful’ occurs more times in the book of Revelation than in any
other Bible book. It shines out there against the dark background of the gener-
al unfaithfulness which characterises that book. Let this brief meditation on this
important subject search your heart.

Introduction blessing of the Lord in Nehemiah 9:8,

Faithfulness is a quality which is comthe heart of Abraham is quoted as being
mendable to the Lord. There are threfithful before the Lord. God could say

Spheres in which we may demonstrat@f Moses, “who is faithful in all mine
faithfulness: house”. This statement is also quoted in

0 Faithfulness to the Lord Himself Hebrews 3:,5' In Nehem_lah 7:2, Hanani
. .. and Hananiah were faithful men who

O Faithfulness to the unbellevmgwere made responsible for the securing
world of the city gates at sundown and the

0O Faithfulness to fellow believers Onopening of those gates at sunrise. Lyd|a,
the Lord Jesus. one of the praying women at Philippi,
Scripture provides many illustrationscould say to Paul and Silas, “If ye have
where faithfulness was demonstrated ijudged me to be faithful to the Lord”
the lives of both men and women. In théActs 16:15). Paul could write, “Timothy
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sesses the seven fold fullness of the
Spirit of Jehovah (Isaiah 11:1-5).

Paul’s faithfulness

Faithful
In Acts 20:17-38, we have an account of

L
171 Paul's farewell meeting with the
Ephesian elders whom he summoned to

see evidence of his faithfulness in the

Mine fiouse | *

who is...faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:17).
Towards the end of Paul's life, he
charged that same Timothy, “The things
that thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).

The Lord Jesus — the faithful wit-

ness

The Lord Jesus Himself is the perfect

example of One who was faithful. 5
“Faithful amidst unfaithfulness, '
'Mid darkness only light,

Thou didst Thy Father’'s name confess,
And in His will delight.”

(J.G.Deck)

In the salutation at the beginning of th%_
Revelation, each divine Person is men-
tioned. And so we read, “And from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness” (1:5).
In the coming kingdom day, faithfulness
will be the girdle of His reins, it is said
of Him, “And righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
girdle of his reins”. The competence of
the Lord Jesus to take up the reins of uni-
versal government is because He pos-

a[[ Miletus. In his address to them, we can

three spheres mentioned above.

His service was for his Lord (v.19).
He served with humility and faced
much adversity. His life was threat-
ened and, though he was in much
danger, he did not turn aside. At the
end of his life, he could say, “I have
fought a good fight, | have finished
my course, | have kept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteousness Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love
his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7,8).

He was faithful to the world in his
Gospel testimony, stressing the need
on the part of both Jews and Gentiles
for repentance towards God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ
(v.21).

He was faithful to believers. Pure
from the blood of all men, he had
not failed to make known unto them
“all the counsel of God” (v.27).
Blinded by the brilliance of the light
on the Damascus road, he heard the
Lord Jesus speaking personally to
him. From that day, he handed his
life over to the service of the Lord
Jesus, “Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?” (Acts 9:6). Enlightened
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by the Holy Spirit as to all the divine
truth, he communicated this to his

fellow believers, as we see in hisy

epistles. Moreover, he did not fail to
warn believers of those enemies who
would attack the church both from
the outside as also from within. His
exhortation was, therefore, “Watch!”
Am | faithful?
In the parable of the talents (Matthew
25:14-30), one servant gained five tal-
ents, and the other, two. Their lord’s

tures reflected in my life from day to
day?

Faithful to the unbelieving world?
The Lord Jesus has left us as light
bearers in a dark world of sin — “you
in your small corner, and | in mine”.
Men, women, boys and girls still
need to repent and put their trust in
the finished work of Christ if they
are to be saved. “How shall they
hear without a preacher?” (Romans
10:14).

commendation to each of them was th§_
same, “Well done, good and faithful ser-
vant”. It was not a matter of success, but
rather of faithfulness.

Faithful to my fellow believers, par-
ticularly those with whom | meet?
Am | there occupying my seat at
every opportunity, encouraging
those in the gathering? Jonathan had
to say to David, “You will be
missed, because your seat will be
empty” (1 Samuel 20:18).

The days in which Malachi served were
not easy ones in which to be faithful. But

Well done,
in those dark days, we read that those

good
who “feared the brp spake often one to
1 another: and the drp hearkened, and
a n C[fal tﬁfu [ heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared
servant

the Lorp, and that thought upon his
name” (Malachi 3:16). God took
account of them and said, “They shall be
mine... in that day when | make up my

So the challenge to each of us today, #§Wels” (v.17).

our respective situations, is, “Am | faith-The days are growing darker. While we

ful?” wait for the return of God’'s Son from

1. Faithful, first of all, to the Lord heaven, our deliverer from the wrath to
Jesus? Am | obedient to His com<come, may we seek grace to be faithful —
mands, His desires? Do | meet wittio the Lord, to the unbelieving world, to
those who love His Name to rememfellow believers! The path is not easy —
ber Him in His death? Are His fea-Paul served with many tears (Acts

20:19).
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Part 1

Ernie Bartlet
“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: a
these are contrary the one to the other” (Galatians 5:17). This article traces
remarkable story of the continual conflict between Satan and Christ from
beginnings. “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through @
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

Overview As the centuries rolled by, Satan sought

The first prophecy in the Bible was giverfO Prevent the promised deliverer from
by God Himself to the serpent, Satan: “{ulfilling God's purposes. Prior to the
will put enmity between thee and thdl00d, man's iniquity was at an all time
woman, and between thy seed and h8{9h- "And God saw that the wickedness
seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thoff Man was great in the earth, and that

shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15). It (iﬁvery imagination of the thoughts of his

likely that Adam and Eve also hear eart was only evil continually...And
the LorpD said, | will destroy man”

these words. Subsequently, Adam Ca"e&enesis 6:5.7). The destruction of the
his wife Eve, meaning ‘mother of all liv- e
whole creation would have frustrated

Ing’ (v.20). Prior to this,_he had SimpIyGod’s promised salvation. But we read
called her Woman. It might be thought‘Noah found grace in the eyes of the

that Adam would have called her ‘mothLORD,, (v.8). So the seed of the woman

er of all dying’, for sin had now entered.,tinued through Noah and his son,

into the world. All future generationsghem. We can further trace the seed
would be born in sin and the res“'?hrough Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and
would be death by sin. But Adam hady,qan.

faith in a coming Redeemer who wouldAbout 150 years after the death of

crush Satan. By so doing, the woman'§oqenh the Israelites still being in Egypt,
seed would bring salvation for mankind. ;

there arose up a new king over Egypt,
Eve, no doubt, kept these words in haghich knew not Joseph” (Exodus 1:8).
heart. When she gave birth to Cain, shee commanded his midwives to Kkill all
said, “I have gotten a man from thehe Israelite male children at birth (v.16).
LorD” (Genesis 4:1), thinking that CainSo again it would appear that the prom-
was the promised seed. How wrong shised seed could not come. But the mid-
was! Satan sought to frustrate the puwives feared God “and did not as the
pose of God by controlling Cain, whoking of Egypt commanded them, but
“was of that wicked one” (1 John 3:12)saved the men children alive” (v.17).
resulting in the murder of Abel. But GodAbout 600 years went by; Satan was still
gave Adam and Eve another son, Sethbusy with his evil plans. “But when
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Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw thatvhich to hang Esther’s uncle, Mordecai.
her son was dead, she arose amt the command of the king, wicked
destroyed all the seed royal of the houddaman is hanged on his own gallows.

of Judah” (2 Chronicles 2210) At thISThe time now moves to the New

point, it would seem that Satan had nowestament and king Herod. “There came
had his way and frustrated the plan ofiise men from the east to Jerusalem,
God. But again God steps in. So we reaghying, “Where is he that is born king of
in the next verse, “But Jehoshabeath, thfie Jews...When Herod the king had
daughter of the king, took Joash the sofeard these things, he was troubled, and
of Ahaziah, and stole him from amongg|| Jerusalem with him” (Matthew
the king’s sons that were slain, and pu:2 3). Having found out from the chief
him and his nurse in  aprests and the scribes where the young
bedchamber...And he was with them higthijld should be born, Herod asks the
in the house of God six years'yjse men to bring him news of the Child
(vw.11,12). At the appropriate time,so that he might worship Him also. This
Joash was brought into the temple angas 3 lie, for Herod intended to murder
anointed king. The people cried, “God4im. Satan, the father of lies, was
save the king.” When Athaliah heard th@enind all this. If the promised seed

cry of the people and understood Whatoyid be destroyed, then Satan would
had happened, she called, “Treasomgt pe judged.

treason”. Jehoida t_he prie_st ordered th%tut God is always one step ahead of the
she should be slain outside the templgnemy! God speaks to Joseph in a dream
area (ch.23). So another attempt of Satao{?\d tells him to take the young child and
was frustrated! His mother into Egypt. As we read the
Satan had still not given up. Another 30,5t chapters of the four Gospels, we see

years passed by. Judah had been takenyi@t the purposes of God in redemption
Babylon in captivity. Then the \ygre finally fulfilled.

Babylonians were overrun by Persia. Aﬁaving taken this broad sweep of the

this time, a Jewish girl, Esther, was madgonﬂict between Satan’'s seed and the

queen instead of Vashti. Then we a8 ooq of the woman, it will now be help-

introduced to another of Satan’s Serf'ul to look in more detail at some of the

vants, Haman, who plans to l.('” al th<_e rincipal characters involved in this con-
Jews. Haman persuades the king to wri ot

letters to all the provinces of the king-

dom ordering that all Jews should béain, Abel and Seth

destroyed (Esther 3:8,9). Again it wouldCain’s offering to God was of the fruit of
seem that Satan had got his way. Buhe cursed ground (Genesis 3:17; 4:3). It
Esther, at the risk of her own life, asksepresented the toil of his hands.
the king to spare her people. Sh&eligious man has not changed. Men
denounces Haman’s wicked planswill offer to God their labours - their
Haman had already prepared gallows ogood works, charity, penance, prayers,
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church attendance. Many of these thingeads to another. Cain becomes not only
are good in themselves, but none o murderer but also a liar. "Am | my
these things can meet the requiremenksother’s keeper?” he protests. Abel's
of a holy God in respect of sin. blood cried out fovengeanceChrist's
Cain’s offering was no doubt very beaublood cries out fomercyto the sinner
tiful and colourful — lemons, orangesyVhO trusts in Him! Cain went out from
grapes, wheat etc. By contrast, Abel'éhe presence of theoko.

offering was not pleasant to the humaklv. 17-24 lists the sons of Cain, with
eye. We may all like to see a little lamitheir downward spiral of evil. Cain
with its woolly coat. Abel’s offering was builds a city and calls it after his son,
a slain lamb — cut in pieces, its blood&noch. How different to the later cities
shed. But this was the offering whichof Israel. Many of these have the name
God required. “The &rp had respect of God in them e.g. Bethel, house of
unto Abel and to his offering. But untoGod. A city has walls. Perhaps Cain’s
Cain and to his offering he had noidea was to keep God out. By contrast,
respect” (Genesis 4:4,5). Abraham dwelt in tents. “He looked for

Cain was angry and upset. “And thé city which hath foundations, whose

Lorp said unto Cain, Why art thoubuilder and maker is God” (Hebrews

wroth? And why is thy countenance fall-11:10).

en? If thou doest well, shalt thou not b®ne of Cain’'s descendants, Lamech,
accepted? And if thou doest not well, sitook two wives — another downward

(or a sin offering) lieth at the door”step. It was this practice which later

(vv.6,7). There was also a lamb for Caifrought unhappiness into the lives of
to offer. If he had done this, he woulcElkanah and Hannah (1 Samuel 4:4-6).
have been accepted. But Cain rejectethis also marked Solomon in his depar-
that which God provided and Kkilledture from God. So elders in the New

Abel. God speaks to Cain a second tim&estament are instructed to be the hus-
“Where is Abel thy brother?” One sinband of one wife (1 Timothy 3:2).

Abel’s b
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Another descendant, Jubal, introducepyfully the spoiling of their goods, but
entertainment as a replacement fanow they were in danger of going back
divine things. “He was the father of allto Judaism.

such as handle the harp and orgarienesis 6 details Satan’s influence in the
(v.21). Not that music is wrong; it can besarth. He was still trying to frustrate the
Used |n the SeI’Vice Of GOd But When iburposes Of God by seek|ng to prevent
replaces spiritual things, then we have the Seed of the woman from entering
beware. Paul warns concerning the lagfto the world. “The sons of God (fallen

days, “Men shall be...lovers of pI_easuregngeB) saw the daughters of men...they
more than lovers of God” (2 Timothyiqok them wives of all which they

3:2,4). chose” (v.2). So the wickedness of man
Yet another descendant was Tubal-caifyas great in the earth. God, in grief, had
“an instructor of every artificer in brassto say, “I will destroy man whom | have
and iron” (v.22). But with all their skill, created” (v.7). How this would have
these men left God out. God had tolghleased Satan! Then there would be no
Adam to till the ground. The descentedeemer, no judgment for Satan. But
dants of Cain completely turned awaysod always has the last word! “Noah
from God. found grace in the eyes of theown’
Amidst this downward spiral of evil, (v.8). God gave Noah precise instruc-
God steps in. Eve now bears another sotions concerning the building of the ark.
Seth. His name means ‘an appointefl was not just left to Noah to make it as
one’. He takes his place in the direct lin@est he thought! One of the problems
of the Lord Jesus (Luke 3:38). with believers today is that they ignore
Noah what God has laid down in His word and

There is a sharp contrast between Cain%o what seems best to thgm. Wh!le they
son and Seth’s son. We have alreadgay keep some of the instruction of
seen how Cain called his city after hi©CriPture, much of Paul's teaching is dis-

son. Of the birth of Seth’s son, we readt@rded on the grounds that it is only
“Then began men to call upon (or to calvhat Paul said.

themselves by) the name of thedo” Noah was not only a builder; he was a
(Genesis 4:26). Sadly, even the descepreacher. He preached for 120 years with
dants of Seth soon began to degeneraegry little to show for it. Only his own
Whatever begins in the Spirit, soon end&mily was saved. Men mocked him:
up in the flesh. It was so with Solomon:Fancy building a ship! It has never
The Galatians did run well. Paul lookgained up until now.” (A mist had gone
back to the time when they would haveip to water the earth (Genesis 2:6).)
given their eyes for him, but has to askfoday people mock when we tell them
“Who did hinder you?” (Galatians 5:7).that the Lord is coming. When the rains
So the writer to the Hebrews can remindame and the fountains of the deep were
them of the former days, when they tookroken up, the people of Noah's day
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realised, albeit too late, that what Noa
said was true.

Noah came into the ark by invitation GOJ

God said, “Come” (Genesis 7:1). This i
still the message of the Gospel (Matthe

11:28-30). Noah and his family were a[way's ﬁa‘s
secure, for God shut them in (v.16). S ﬁ

the believer is eternally secure in Chris t 4
Jesus said, “I give unto them eternal life
and they shall never perish” (Joh [aSt
10:28).
Noah awaited God’s time. When he sa wOrJ
signs that the waters were subsiding,
sent forth a raven and a dove. The do

returned; there was no place for her fog8 ;5 1o Noah. man was ruled by his con-
to rest. When the dove was sent out &jence. Man's conscience directed his
second time, she returned with an olivgeeds. Today, we are governed not only
leaf in h_er mouth. These were all signgy conscience, but also by human gov-
that the judgment on the earth was neaginment. We have kings, judges, police,
ing its conclusion. Likewise, we can seg, establish law and order.

all manner of signs around us: the returg o4 then made a covenant with Noah
of the Jews to Israel; the departure frorﬂlever again would He destroy the earth
the faith; conditions in the world. Theseoy flood. As token of that covenant. God
signs all point to the near return of the the rainbow in the sky (w.11,12). In
Lord, though that return will herald the, coming day, God will judge the earth
start of judgment for the world. not by water, but by fire (2 Peter 3:5-7).

When the flood (picture of thepnoah was now living in a new earth,
Tribulation) was over, God commandeqyashed clean of its sin, as it were. It
Noah to leave the ark. Noah and his fam’night be thought that he was living in
ily are delivered and, in thankfulness tgdeal conditions. There was only he and
GOd, Noah offers a burnt offering. We,his fam||y to p|ease God. Like many
as believers, have also been deliveraskamples we have in Scripture, Noah
from the judgment of God. We can saypegan in the Spirit but ended in the flesh.
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeakHe became drunk (Genesis 9:21). So we
able gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15). have the New Testament exhortation:
God now puts man in responsibility for‘Be not drunk with wine, wherein is
governing the earth: “Whoso sheddetiexcess; but be filled with the Spirit”
man’s blood, by man shall his blood béEphesians 5:18).

shed” (Genesis 9:6). When Cain killedNot only was he drunk, but he was naked
Abel, Cain’'s blood was not required.in his tent. Ham saw his father’s naked-
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ness and told his brothers. Then we readt this time, Sarai was barren. She

“And Shem and Japheth took a garmenbecomes impatient and gives Hagar, her
and laid it upon both their shoulders, antiandmaid, to Abram so that she might
went backward, and covered the nakedrear a son instead. God promises that
ness of their father...And Noah awokeSarah (by this time, her name has been
from his wine, and knew what hischanged) shall bear a son, Isaac. So
younger son had done unto him. And hisaac was born and grew. When Sarah
said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of sgaw Hagar's son mocking, she told

vants shall he be unto his brethrenAbraham, “Cast out this bondwoman

(v.23-25). Why Canaan? It was Hamand her son” (Genesis 21:10). Paul takes
Canaan’s father who looked on thehis up in Galatians where he compares
nakedness of his father. Since then, thBe bondwoman’s son with Judaism and

land of Canaan has been possessed ¢ freewoman’s son, Isaac, with the
many nations: Israel, Greeks, Romanghurch.

Turks, Britain. All these are descgndantgaac is also a type of Christ, both in His
of Japheth and Shem. Canaan is Whegath and resurrection and also as the
the greatest conflict in 'Fhe world too"Bridegroom (Ephesians 5:25). Like his
place, that between Christ and Satan gtegecessors, he began in the Spirit and
Calv_a_ry. It_was there that our Lord Wagnded in the flesh. He was more con-
crucified; it was there that Satan waggrned with his savoury meat than with
defeated. the purposes of God: “Jacob have |
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah loved, but Esau have | hated” (Romans
The sons of Noah repopulated the eartR:13). Jacob obtains the birthright but
Ham and his seed inhabited Asia an@nly through deceit. Jacob flees to his
Africa. Japheth inhabited Europe. Shertincle Laban who deceives him into mar-
went south to Ur of the Chaldees. So w/ing Leah, though Jacob’s heart was for
are introduced to Abraham. Rachel. He afterwards marries Rachel
God calls Abram out of that place to Ut she is barren. She gives her maid,
land which God would later show him.Bilhah to Jacob, then afterwards con-
So he goes, taking with him his nephevgeives herself.

Lot. Because of the strife between thén all, Jacob has twelve sons, his
herdsmen of Abram and Lot, they sepdavourite being Joseph. No fault is
rate from each other. Lot goes to Sodomigcorded of Joseph and, as such, he is a
Abram dwells in the land of Canaanbeautiful type of Christ. The promised
Then God promises Abram a land, lateseed, however, is not through Joseph, but
described as flowing with milk andthrough Judah. “The sceptre shall not
honey. Its borders ran from the river Niledepart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
to the Euphrates. The land was promisdaetween his feet, until Shiloh come; and
not only to Abram but to his seed alsainto him shall the gathering of the peo-
(Genesis 13:14-18). ple be” (Genesis 49:10).
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My Lord and |

| have a Friend so precious, so very dear to me,
He loves me with such tender love, He loves so faithfully.
| could not live apart from Him, | love to feel Him nigh;
And so we dwell together, my Lord and I.

Sometimes I'm faint and weary, He knows that | am weak,
And as He bids me lean on Him, His help | gladly seek.
He leads me in the paths of light, beneath a sunny sky,

And so we walk together, my Lord and I.

| tell Him all my sorrows, | tell Him all my joys,
| tell all that pleases me, | tell Him what annoys;
He tells me what | ought to do, He tells me what to try,
And so we walk together, my Lord and I.

He knows how much | love Him, He knows | love Him well;
But with what love He loveth me, no tongue can ever tell.
It is an everlasting love, in ever rich supply,

And so we love each other, my Lord and I.

He knows how | am longing some weary soul to win;
And so He bids me go and speak a loving word for Him.
He bids me tell His wondrous love and why He came to die,
And so we work together, My Lord and |I.

He tells me of His kingdom, it is not far away;
And, oh! His heart is longing to take me there some day.
Immortal joys are waiting, and joys that never die;
Soon there we’ll reign together, my Lord and I.

(Words of a hymn sung in the rocks and caves of France during the
fierce persecution of the Huguenots, 400 years ago)




